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AGENDA

6th Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 25 February 2003

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 3

1. Item in private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 3 in private.

2. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will consider the following negative
instrument—

the Registration of Foreign Adoptions (Scotland) Regulations 2003 (SSI
2003/67).

3. Purposes of Scottish Education: The Committee will consider a further draft
report.
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The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda item 2 ED/03/6/1
Briefing note and copy of SSI 2003/67

Agenda item 3 ED/03/6/2
Draft report (Private paper)



ED/03/6/1
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25 February 2003

Scottish Statutory Instruments – SSI 2003/67

1. The Registration of Foreign Adoptions (Scotland) Regulations 2003 (SSI
2003/67) were laid on 7 February 2003 and are subject to annulment (negative
procedure).  They will come into force on 1 June 2003, unless they are annulled
by the Parliament within 40 days, excluding any recess period, of being laid
before the Parliament ie, by 18 March 2003.

2. The purpose of the Regulations is to specify requirements that must be met
before a foreign adoption can be registered in the Adopted Children Register
maintained by the Registrar General for Scotland under the Adoption (Scotland)
Act 1978. The Regulations are made in line with the Intercountry (Hague
Convention) (Scotland) Regulations 2003 that were laid on 14 January 2003 and
take effect from 1 June 2003.

3. The Education, Culture and Sport Committee is the lead committee for these
Regulations, and should report to the Parliament by 10 March 2003.  The Minister
responsible is Cathy Jamieson, Minister for Education and Young People.

4. The Subordinate Legislation Committee will consider the Regulations at its
meeting on the morning of Tuesday 25 February 2003 and any recommendation
made by that committee will be made known to members of the Education,
Culture and Sport Committee in the afternoon.

5. A copy of the SSI, an explanatory note which is not part of the Regulations, and
an Executive Note are attached.

6. The Committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to make any
recommendation in relation to the instrument. The Regulations are not subject to
amendment.

7. A procedural note is attached.

Paul Howell                  Martin Verity
Committee Assistant Clerk to the Committee



Procedural Note

Standing Orders

1. The procedures for dealing with Scottish Statutory Instruments (SSIs) are
covered by Chapter 10 of Standing Orders.  SSIs are laid by being lodged with
the chamber clerks, and are published in the Business Bulletin.  They are
referred to the Subordinate Legislation Committee, the appropriate subject
committee (the ‘lead committee’), and, where relevant, any other committee.

SSIs subject to annulment:  ‘negative instruments’

2. Where an SSI is subject to annulment, it comes into force on a specified date and
then remains in force unless it annulled by the Parliament.  Any MSP may by
motion propose to the lead committee that the committee recommend that
nothing further is to be done under the instrument.  Such motions are lodged with
the chamber clerks.

3. The lead committee debates such a motion for no more than 90 minutes.

4. The lead committee reports to the Parliament, setting out its recommendations.  If
it recommends annulment, the Bureau will propose to the Parliament a motion
that nothing further is to be done under the instrument

5. All the above must take place within 40 days of the instrument being laid,
excluding recesses of more than 4 days.

6. To date, no motion to annul SSI 2003/67 has been lodged with the chamber
clerks.

Proceedings in the Committee

7. This Committee is invited to discuss the SSI.  Members will then be asked
whether the Committee wishes to make any recommendation in its report to the
Parliament.


