
ED/03/5/A

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

AGENDA

5th Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 18 February 2003

The Committee will meet at 3.00 pm in Committee Room 4.

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 4 and 5 in
private.

2. Petition PE 512: The Committee will consider a petition from Mr George Reid on
the Saltire flag.

3. Commissioner for Children and Young People: The Committee will consider
whether it wishes to produce a further child friendly leaflet.

4. Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider a draft Stage 1
report.

5. Purposes of Scottish Education inquiry: The Committee will consider a draft
report.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Tel 0131 348 5204

********************
The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda item 2 ED/03/5/1
Covering note and petition

Agenda item 3 ED/03/5/2
Briefing note

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/petitions/pe512.pdf


Agenda item 4 ED/03/5/3(P)
Draft Stage 1 report Private paper

Agenda item 5 ED/03/4/4(P)
Draft report Private Paper



ED/03/5/1

EDUCATION CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

18 February 2003

Petition PE 512: Mr George Reid
Background

1. The Public Petitions Committee referred petition PE224 from Mr George Reid on
the colour of the Saltire to the Committee for its consideration on 26 June 2000.
The Education, Culture and Sport Committee considered the petition on 20
September 2000 and decided it was a reserved matter and outwith the remit of
the Parliament.

2. An extract from the Official Report of the meeting of the Education, Culture and
Sport Committee is attached for information.

3. The petitioner, Mr George Reid, has now submitted a further petition, PE512.
The petition has been considered by the Petitions Committee on 25 June and 8
October 2002 and 14 January 2003.  When last considered at the meeting of 14
January the Public Petitions Committee agreed to approach the Education,
Culture and Sport Committee to establish whether it would be willing to give
further consideration to the petition.

The Petition

4. PE512 calls for the Parliament to endorse the 1989 guidance published by the
Ministry of Defence which defines the blue of the Saltire as Azure Blue and urges
the Scottish Executive to publish guidance on this matter.

5. It has been established that the Lord Lyon, King of Arms, in relation to the
national flag, holds the view that “if anyone is to define a colour for the national
flag, this would need to be the Scottish Parliament…and any decision to do so
would not cause a conflict with the Lord Lyon’s jurisdiction”.

6. The Committee is invited to consider the above petition
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Extract from Official Report Education, Culture and Sport 20 September
2000

PE 224: The Saltire Flag

The Convener: The second petition, PE224, is from Mr George Reid, on the
exact colour and proportions of the Saltire flag. Are there any questions?

Mr Stone: I thought that the Union flag was our national flag.

The Convener: I suggest that, as stated in the accompanying notes, the matter
is not within the remit of the committee and that we should therefore take no
action.

Mr Stone: Is the petition from our George Reid?

The Convener: No.

Mr Stone: That is a shame.

The Convener: So, we are agreed that we will take no action.

Members indicated agreement.



Extract from Official Report of Petitions Committee 14 January 2003

Saltire (PE512)

The Convener: PE512, which is from Mr George Reid, calls on the Parliament
to endorse the Ministry of Defence's 1989 guidance that defines the blue of the
saltire as azure, and urges the Executive to publish guidance on the matter.

We have received a response from the Deputy First Minister on behalf of the
Executive, a further letter from the petitioner and a letter from the Heraldry
Society of Scotland. Members can see from the responses that the minister
restated the Executive's view that it is not convinced that guidance is necessary
or would be helpful. The Executive feels that the current position, which allows
flexibility, is appropriate and satisfactory. The petitioner has provided a copy of
a draft code that was produced by the St Andrew Society and the Saltire
Society, which defines the saltire's colour and dimensions.

We have several alternatives to consider. The first is to accept the minister's
response as reasonable and take no further action on the petition. The second
is to establish whether a subject committee would be willing to consider the
petition further. Members will remember that the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee declined to consider a similar petition but, at that time, it believed
that the matter was reserved to Westminster. The Lord Lyon has made it clear
that the matter is devolved to the Scottish Parliament, so we could pass the
petition to that committee, which might be prepared to reconsider the issue.

The third option is to suggest to the petitioner that the most realistic way to
make progress is for organisations such as the St Andrew Society, the Saltire
Society and the Heraldry Society of Scotland to agree and promote a voluntary
code along the lines of those that have been submitted to the committee. That
is open for discussion. I see our good friend at the back. Would Gil Paterson
like to speak?

Mr Gil Paterson (Central Scotland) (SNP): I would not mind. I could help the
committee somewhat by providing graphic illustrations of the problem with the
Scottish flag's colour. From my business, I have gathered a small number of
colours that are called azure. Mr Wallace suggests that the recommendation
should remain that Scottish flag manufacturers should use azure. I will illustrate
the problem of doing that if the colour is not given a reference number.

With the convener's indulgence, I will pass him a small number of colour
references—I could have filled the place with them—which he can pass round.
Members should take one colour reference—I have marked each azure with a
small sticker—and put another colour reference on top of it, then see the
difference. I have retained three reference guides to illustrate the problem. The
first, light colour is called azure, as are the second and third colours. One colour
is almost black, one is not quite white, but is very light, and one is right in the
middle. We cannot ask a manufacturer to pick a colour by referring to azure.

The Convener: The Saltire Society, the St Andrew Society and the Heraldry
Society have suggested Pantone 300 unglazed as azure.



Mr Paterson: I was about to come to that. The important aspect of colour is not
the name that it is given. The colour can be called whatever we like—Scottish
flag blue, azure blue, sky blue, egg blue or duck blue. What is important is
attaching a number to the colour. I recommend that the committee should go
along the lines of the draft code, which suggests Pantone 300. That is an
internationally recognised standard. If you phone up a manufacturer in Brazil,
India or any other country and say, "I want you to manufacture something in
Pantone 300," they know exactly what you mean. We can attach a new name to
it—we can call it Scottish flag blue or azure blue—but that is irrelevant. The
important thing that the Executive must do is to attach a number. It is the
Executive's responsibility. No one else has that responsibility.

I do not suggest that we take down and tear up flags because they do not
match Pantone 300. I suggest that if anyone approaches the Scottish Executive
and says, "We want to manufacture flags using the Scottish colours. What do
we use?" the Executive should say, "Pantone 300." Whether it is called azure
blue or sky blue is irrelevant. If we attach a number, we all win.

The Convener: We all take the point that Gil Paterson makes. It is very well
made, understandable and clear. It is also clear that the Executive is aware of
the matter and still does not believe that it has the responsibility to do anything
about it. We must decide whether to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for its consideration or to suggest that the different
organisations come together to set up a voluntary code and seek to get it
recognised.

In my opinion, we should pass the petition to the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee. It should be given the opportunity to take the matter up. We would
have to consult that committee. It previously declined the petition simply
because it thought that the matter was reserved to Westminster. It clearly is not;
it is a matter for the Scottish Parliament.

The Education, Culture and Sport Committee is the appropriate committee for
the petition.

Phil Gallie: We are always talking about passing on issues to other committees
and the difficulties that they have in coping with our petitions. Far be it from me
to support Labour and Liberal Democrat ministers, but I honestly think that we
are as well leaving the matter alone.

I accept Gil Paterson's point and the technical argument to a degree. However,
the matter is too complicated. We are talking about 400 years of history. Why
should we suddenly put a number on the colour now? We seem to have got
along fine without one. I remind members—Gil Paterson will not like this point
so much—that we would have to ensure that our blue matched the union flag. I
do not know what the number is for the union flag.

The Convener: The colour of the union flag is a matter for the union
Parliament, not this one. I suppose that we have no real views on that.



Mr Paterson: Perhaps I could help Phil Gallie. The colour of the saltire is
irrelevant to the union flag. The union flag also has a standard. It has numbers
attached to it. The union flag, the English flag, the American flag and every flag
that I know have number references. We do not see different colours of
American, English or union flags.

Phil Gallie: Does the union flag blue have a number?

Mr Paterson: Yes.

Phil Gallie: I suggest that we just take the union flag blue.

The Convener: It is for the Education, Culture and Sport Committee to make
the ultimate decision, as it deals with such matters. I suggest that we ask that
committee if it is interested in taking the petition. If it is not, we can come to
some kind of decision.

Members indicated agreement.



ED/03/5/2

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

18 February 2003

Commissioner for Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill – “Child-friendly”
paper

After the Committee completed its initial inquiry into the need for a Children’s
Commissioner, it issued a “child-friendly” leaflet explaining the process that had been
gone through and the process for the future.

The Committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to produce a similar leaflet
after the Bill is passed and becomes an Act (on the assumption that it is passed at
Stage 3.)

It is likely that this leaflet would be shorter than that previously produced and ideally,
would be one side of A4.

If the Committee agrees to a leaflet being produced, it is invited to consider to whom
it should be sent.  The previous leaflet was sent to all those who participated in the
various events held during the Inquiry and to Heads of Education at all local
authorities for them to forward the leaflets to the schools in their area.

It is suggested that the same distribution could be used for a new leaflet.

The Committee is invited to comment on the above.

Susan Duffy Martin Verity
Senior Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee
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