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A submission was requested on behalf of the IRRV covering the following areas: 
 
1. Background information on IRRV (Institute of Revenues, Rating and Valuation) 
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. Views of IRRV on the proposals in the bill, specifically in relation to: 

a) Part 13 – Amendments to Debt Arrangement Scheme and  
b) Part 15 – Disclosure of Information 

 
3. Do IRRV feel that these are a positive or negative development in terms of the work 

of our members? 
 
4. Highlight any amendments that IRRV feel could be made to the bill to improve it.  
 
5. Potential consequences of this legislation which, from IRRV professional experience, 

we feel the Committee should be aware of.  
 
 
1 - Background information on IRRV (Institute of Revenues, Rating and Valuation) 
 
 
With over 5,000 members, the IRRV is the largest professional institution operating in 
the field of revenues, benefits and valuation.  
 
The Institute’s main aim is to support its members’ professional and personal 
development and the sharing of best practice. We keep our members informed of 
current issues through our magazines and publications and a comprehensive web-site.  
 
IRRV qualifications and Continuing Professional Development scheme are designed to 
meet the needs of members at every stage of their careers and our conferences and 
meetings offer opportunities for networking with other professionals from the UK and 
overseas. 
 
Every year hundreds of students sit IRRV examinations. Those who are successful join 
the thousands of IRRV-qualified professionals currently working in local authorities and 
public and private sector valuation.  
 
A thriving network of Associations is one of the IRRV’s main strengths. The Institute’s 
Scottish Association is one of the most active, organising a programme of professional 
and social activities in Scotland and providing the opportunity for all members to 
become more involved in the work of the Institute. 
 
The Scottish Association hosts an Annual Conference covering all aspects of revenues, 
benefits and valuation, as well as a comprehensive programme of other Seminars, 
training events, Forum meetings and other development opportunities. These events 
hosted by the IRRV Scottish Association are well attended and supported by 
practitioners from Scotland. 
 
 
 



 
2 - Views of IRRV on the proposals in the bill
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a) PART 13 – AMENDMENTS OF THE DEBT ARRANGEMENT AND ATTACHMENT 
SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 (

 
The Institute welcomes the proposals outlined in the Bill, acknowledging that they are 
mainly minor in nature and include no significant changes to the current process.  
 
It is felt however, that whilst the proposed amendments are welcome, it is anticipated 
that they will do little to address the lack of take-up of the scheme overall and that 
further measures may be required, if this problem is to be addressed.  
 
The introduction of electronic signatures in particular is welcomed, making use of 
technology available and already utilised in other areas of work.   
 
 
b) PART 15 – DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 
 
The Institute is also pleased to see the proposals to allow introduction of provisions to 
grant power to the courts to make an information disclosure order requiring disclosure of 
information on the debtor by third parties, and to release that information to the creditor.  
 
This would undoubtedly prove useful in obtaining information where the debtor fails to 
disclose upon request and would provide authorities with the information they need to 
make an informed choice about their course of action. In addition, it would make it 
harder for debtors wilfully trying to avoid paying their debts.  
 
 
 
3 - Do IRRV feel that these are a positive or negative development in terms of the 
work of our members? 
 
The Institute believes that the proposals in the Bill are a positive development and 
would have a positive impact in terms of the work of our members. As noted previously 
however, it is anticipated that the impact of the proposals would be minor.  
 
Any process to obtain information from a third party would need to be administratively 
fficient and not costly in order to be of benefit to local authorities.  e

 
 
 
4 - Highlight any amendments that IRRV feel could be made to the bill to improve 
it. 
 
The real issue for our members is that the take-up of the scheme to date is very low so 
most authorities are yet to see any real benefit from the introduction of the Debt 
Arrangement Scheme at all. Having canvassed opinions from contacts in all Scottish 
Local Authorities, the majority of responses confirmed that they had little or no direct 
experience of debtors who had entered into the scheme.  
 
 
The reason for this would appear to be mainly due to the lack of Accredited Money 
Advisors in many areas.  



 
Whilst it is acknowledged that funding was available to introduce this facility, this 
funding was cash limited and it would appear that there is still a shortage of adequately 
trained officers. Some Local Authorities are providing the service, whilst others have 
opted to pass the funding to CAB or elsewhere. Whatever is happening, there appears 
to be a problem in achieving the end result.  

 3

 
The process to go through an Accredited Money Advisor appears to be an 
unnecessarily elongated process. It is questioned whether it really necessary for the 
advisor to be accredited, or whether in fact consideration could be given to Local 
Authority or CAB debt advisors, with a wealth of experience, being permitted to offer 
advice.  
 
No amendment has been proposed to address the fact that a debtor with multiple debts 
owed to a single creditor can enter a DAS on that basis. The view of the Institute is that 
the intention of the scheme was for debtors with debts owed to multiple creditors and 
that this would be the preferred position.  
 
 
 
5 - Potential consequences of this legislation which, from IRRV professional 
experience, we feel the Committee should be aware of. 
 
 
The main concern is that the proposals do nothing to address the main issue i.e. the 
lack of take-up, despite the significant costs which have been incurred in the 
introduction of the scheme. Unless action is taken to increase the number of Accredited 
Money Advisors, the success of the scheme will always be limited.   
 
The Institute is of the view that part of the reason for the low take-up is also as a result 
of the huge number of successful payment plans, which are negotiated, administered 
and monitored by local authority staff. Although a proportion of repayment plans fail, the 
vast majority are successful and result in collection of outstanding sums.  
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