
 

SUBMISSION FROM ROBIN BLAIR, LORD LYON KING OF ARMS 
 
Proposed abolition of the office of Messenger-at-Arms 
 
As Lord Lyon I am a member of the Advisory Council on Messengers-at-Arms and 
Sheriff Officers.   I prepared the attached Note for the Council and a copy was sent 
to the Bill Manager, indicating that, in my opinion, it was not competent for the office 
of Messenger-at-Arms to be abolished in the proposed Bill since this was a reserved 
matter under the Scotland Act.  The Advisory Council was informed by the Bill 
Manager that contrary advice had been given to the Executive to the effect that 
abolition would be competent.  The Advisory Council has requested sight of this 
advice but that request has been declined.  It remains my view that abolition is 
outwith the competence of the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Robin Blair 
Lord Lyon King of Arms 
 
20 February 2006 
 
Attachment: 
 
Note by Lord Lyon King of Arms 
Proposed abolition of the office of Messenger-at-Arms 
 
In a letter which I sent to the Deputy First Minister on 18 August 2004 I stated that I 
did not believe that it was competent for the Scottish Parliament to abolish the office 
of Messenger at Arms.  I pointed out that Messengers at Arms from part of the corps 
of Officers of Arms in Scotland all of whom are officers of the crown.  Messengers at 
arms, heralds and pursuivants are appointed by the Lord Lyon and bear a 
commission from the Sovereign. 
 
Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part I of Schedule 5 to the Scotland Act 1998 provides for 
those aspects of the Crown which are and are not reserved matters.  Subparagraph 
(2) of Paragraph 2 of that Schedule provides that honours and dignities and the 
functions of the Lord Lyon in relation to the granting of arms are reserved matters, 
but the reservation does not apply to the Lord Lyon in his judicial capacity. 
 
The judicial functions of the Lord Lyon, relate in general to questions of entitlement 
or succession to honours and dignities and to questions as to the succession to 
arms.  All non-judicial functions of the Lord Lyon are ministerial or executive 
functions and include the granting of Arms.   The appointment of an Officer of Arms 
is not a judicial matter.   
 
While it could be argued that subparagraph (1) of Paragraph 2 of the Schedule, 
which excludes from  reservation functions exercisable by any person acting on 
behalf of the Crown, in my view the appointment of an Officer of Arms falls within the 
description of honours and dignities which are reserved matters.  I am reinforced in 
that view by the fact that certain Officers of Arms, namely heralds and pursuivants, 
have always been regarded as members of the Royal Household.   

 



 

I very much doubt if the Scotland Act intended to permit the abolition of the office of 
herald.  It would run counter to logic to regard the appointment of a herald or 
pursuivant as being an honour or dignity but to regard the appointment of a 
messenger at arms, which is equally an officer of the Crown, as not being an honour 
or dignity.  All these appointments from part of the corps of Officers of Arms in 
Scotland.     
 
 
Robin Blair 
15 November 2005      
 

 


