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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 

12th Meeting, 2004 (Session 2) 

Wednesday 17 March 2004 

The Committee will meet at 10 am in the Hub, Castlehill, Edinburgh. 

1. Item in private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 4 in private. 

2. Subordinate legislation: Mary Mulligan MSP (Deputy Minister for Communities) 
to move the following motion— 

S2M-901 Margaret Curran MSP: The draft Housing Support Grant (Scotland) 
Order 2004—that the Communities Committee recommends that the draft 
Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2004 be approved. 

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will consider the following negative 
instrument— 

the Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland) 
Order 2004, (SSI 2004/60). 

4. Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider a paper 
by the clerks on the discussion of its Stage 1 report in sections of the media prior 
to its publication.   

 

 

Steve Farrell 
Clerk to the Committee 

Tel. 0131 348 5211 
email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk 
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The following papers relate to the meeting: 
 
Agenda Item 2 
 
Note by the Clerk  
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Agenda Item 3 
 
Note by the Clerk  
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Agenda Item 4 
 
Note by the Clerk (private paper) 
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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

17 March 2004 
 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION 
 

The Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2004 (draft) 

1. The draft Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2004 was previously 
circulated to Committee members on 11 February 2004.  An Executive Note 
accompanies the instrument.   

 
2. The Order sets the amount of Housing Support Grant (HSG) payable to local 

authorities in 2004-05.  This is required under sections 191 and 192 of the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 1987.  The 2004 order prescribes that two local 
authorities should qualify for HSG and these are the same authorities as 
qualified in the previous year. 

 
3. The aggregate amount of HSG in the 2004 Order (£5,312,125) is substantially 

lower than in the 2003 Order (£9,597,320) which is due to the proposal in the 
2004 order that hostel grants be paid under the provisions of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2001 (as opposed to through HSG as previously).  The 
Executive believes this change should be made to facilitate councils who wish 
to close their Housing Revenue Account (HRA) following stock transfer (as 
hostels are contained in the HRA).   

 
4. The Executive is content that the changes proposed in the Order are in line 

with inflation.  They have also consulted on the Order with CoSLA who had no 
comment to make. 

 
5. The Committee’s predecessor, the Social Justice Committee, considered the 

draft Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003 at its meeting on 18 
February 2003 and agreed that it had no recommendations to make in relation 
to the instrument.   

 
6. The Subordinate Legislation Committee reported1 that it did not need to draw 

the attention of the Parliament to the instrument on any of the grounds within 
its remit. 

 
7. The draft Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2004, was laid on 6 

February 2004, and is subject to affirmative procedure under Rule 10.6 of the 
Standing Orders.  The Deputy Minister for Communities will attend the 
meeting to speak to and move motion S2M-901 for the instrument.  The 
Committee should decide if it agrees or disagrees to the motion and is 
required to report by 22 March 2004. 

 
 
                                            
1 Subordinate Legislation Committee, 7th Report, 2004 (Session 2), Report on Subordinate 
Legislation. 
 



COM/S2/04/12/2 

COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

17 March 2004 
 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION 
 

The Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits 
(Scotland) Order 2004, (SSI 2004/60) 

 
1. The Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland) 

Order 2004, (SSI 2004/60) was previously circulated to Committee members 
on 5 March 2004.  An Executive Note accompanies the instrument.  No 
motions to annul this instrument have been lodged. 

 
2. The Order proposes that local authorities should not be able to include in their 

estimates for the financial year 2004-05 any contributions from their general 
fund to their Housing Revenue Account (HRA).  The Executive has consulted 
on the Order with CoSLA who had no comment to make.  The Executive’s 
intention is that the instrument should ensure that there are no additional 
pressures on council tax payers as a result of a cross subsidy from councils’ 
general funds to the HRA. 

 
3. The Committee’s predecessor, the Social Justice Committee, considered the 

Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland) 2003 
(SSI 2003/54) at its meeting on 18 February 2003 and agreed that it had no 
recommendations to make in relation to the instrument.   

 
4. The Subordinate Legislation Committee reported1 that it did not need to draw 

the attention of the Parliament to the instrument on any of the grounds within 
its remit. 

 
5. The Order was laid on 17 February 2004, and is subject to negative 

procedure.  Under Rule 10.4 of the Standing Orders, this means it comes into 
force and remains in force unless it is annulled by the Parliament within 40 
days of being laid before the Parliament.  Any MSP may lodge a motion 
seeking to annul such an instrument, and if such a motion is lodged, there 
must be a debate on the instrument at a meeting of the Committee.  The 
Committee is required to report on the instrument by 29 March 2004. 

 

                                            
1 Subordinate Legislation Committee, 7th Report, 2004 (Session 2), Report on Subordinate 
Legislation. 
 


