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RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

AGENDA

3rd Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Tuesday 6 February 2001

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 1

1. Items in Private: The Committee will decide whether to take items 4 and 5 in
private.

2. Subordinate Legislation: The Committee will debate—

Motion S1M-1599 by Ross Finnie: That the Rural Development Committee
recommends that the draft Code of Recommendations for the Welfare of
Livestock: Sheep be approved. (SSI 2001/58)

3. Subordinate Legislation: Fergus Ewing to move motion S1M-1608: That the
Rural Development Committee recommends that nothing further be done under
The Agricultural Business Development Scheme (Scotland) Regulations 2000
(SSI 2000/448).

4. Increasing the Effectiveness of Committees: The Committee will consider the
Conveners’ Liaison Group paper Increasing the Effectiveness of Committees.

5. Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider a
draft stage 1 report.

The following papers are relevant to this meeting:

Agenda Item 1: Items in Private:
• No Papers are relevant.

Agenda Item 2: Subordinate Legislation:
• Code of Recommendations for the Welfare of Livestock: Sheep (SSI 2001/58) are

attached.

Agenda Item 3: Subordinate Legislation:
• SSI (2000/448) (as previously circulated) and Subordinate Legislation 3rd Report and

Executive note are attached
• Convener’s letter is attached.

Agenda Item 4: Increasing Effectiveness of Committees
• Conveners Liasion Group paper Increasing the Effectiveness of Committees (attached

for members only).

http://www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2000/20000448.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/subord-01/sur01-03-01.htm


Agenda Item 5: Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Bill
• A draft report by the Clerk will be sent to Committee Members only.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Ross Finnie MSP
Minister for Rural Development
Pentland House

1 February, 2001

Dear Ross

Agricultural Business Development Scheme:  SSI 2000/ 448

The Rural Development Committee considered this instrument on 30 January and,
having heard officials in explanation of the scheme, concerns were expressed by
members which were not resolved by the answers given by officials.  The
Committee agreed to continue consideration of the instrument to the meeting on 6
February to seek some clarification.  Subsequently, a motion for annulment has
been lodged by Fergus Ewing, which I have accepted for debate on Tuesday 6
February.  Under rule 10.4.2 the Minister is entitled to attend that meeting and
participate in the proceedings for the purpose of debating the motion.

Our experience of the previous ABIS scheme suggests that members of the
committee will pursue vigorously any concerns about how the new scheme should
be run.   I hope that this advance notice of specific concerns, as expressed in the
meeting of 30 January will enable you to provide an adequate response to the
committee on 6 February.

The principle concerns raised are—

1. That those who applied unsuccessfully to the previous ABIS scheme, some
of whom had been left out of pocket in that process, should be able to apply to the
new scheme for the same project.   Paragraph 5 (2) (g) appears to prohibit such
applications, even if your intention was to allow them.  I shall be glad if you would
consider whether you might satisfy the committee’s concern by either bringing
forward an amended regulation, or by other means.

2. Concern was also expressed about the recommendation of the Subordinate
Legislation Committee on the absence of a right of appeal against decisions of the
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Scottish Ministers under regulations 6 and 12.   The answer given that an
aggrieved applicant could rely on the process of judicial review, did not satisfy
members on Tuesday.  Although it was not highlighted at our meeting, I feel I
should remind you also of the concern expressed by the Subordinate Legislation
Committee in their 3rd report, that the instrument might be liable to challenge in the
courts on grounds of potential non compliance with ECHR through lack of a formal
appeal process.

Yours sincerely

ALEX JOHNSTONE
Convener
Rural Development Committee

Tel: 0131-348 5649


