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JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

37th Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Tuesday 12 December 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Chamber, Assembly Hall, the Mound,
Edinburgh.

1. Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission: The Committee will take
evidence on the work of the Commission from—

Professor Sheila MacLean, Chair, and Carol Kelly, Chief Executive.

2. Diligence working group: The Committee will consider whether to nominate a
member to participate in the Executive’s “Cross-party Parliamentary Working
Group on a diligence against moveable property to replace poinding and warrant
sale”.

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will debate the following motions—

S1M-1398 Jim Wallace: Draft Advice and Assistance (Assistance by Way
of Representation) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2001—That the
Justice and Home Affairs Committee recommends that the draft Advice and
Assistance (Assistance by Way of Representation) (Scotland) Amendment
Regulations 2001 be approved.

S1M-1422 Phil Gallie: Advice and Assistance (Scotland) Amendment
(No.2) Regulations 2000—That the Justice and Home Affairs Committee
recommends that nothing further be done under the Advice and Assistance
(Scotland) Amendment (No.2) Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/399).

4. Forward Programme: The Committee will consider its forward programme.

Andrew Mylne
Clerk to the Committee, Tel 85206



The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda item 2
Note by the Convener (letter from Angus MacKay attached) JH/00/37/1

Agenda item 3
Note by the Senior Assistant Clerk (SSI and Executive note
attached)

Note by the Senior Assistant Clerk (SSI and Executive note
attached)

JH/00/37/3

JH/00/37/5

Letters to the Scotsman

Agenda item 4
Note by the Convener (letter from the Convener of the Equal
Opportunities Committee to the Minister for Justice attached)

JH/00/37/6

Papers not circulated:

Agenda item 1:
Members may wish to consult and/or bring to the meeting the first annual report and
accounts (1999-2000) of the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission, which is
available at the following website: http://www.sccrc.org.uk/ar/ccar-00.htm or from the
Document Supply Centre.

http://www.sccrc.org.uk/ar/ccar-00.htm


JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Papers for information circulated for the 37th meeting, 2000

Letter to the Convener from the Lord Advocate on Glasgow
District Court

JH/00/37/2

Written Answers on Glasgow Sheriff Court Written Answers

Note by the Clerk on clerks’ availability and mailing of papers
during the recess (members only)

JH/00/37/8

Note by the Convener on Committee Meetings (private paper
– members only)

JH/00/37/7

Reflections on visiting the prisons of Scotland, by the Rev
Andrew McLellan, Moderator of the Church of Scotland

JH/00/37/4

Minutes of the 36th Meeting, 2000 JH/00/36/M

The Clerk has received a response from the Royal Society of Edinburgh to the
consultation paper Foresight: Just around the corner – Report of a Foresight
Seminar to discuss the future of Crime Prevention in Scotland .  Members may
obtain a copy of the response and the consultation paper from room 3.6 Committee
Chambers or alternatively from the following websites—
•  RSE response: http://www.ma.hw.ac.uk/RSE
•  Consultation paper: http://www.foresight.gov.uk

http://www.scottish.paliament.uk/official_report/wa-00/wa1204.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/just-00/jumop1206.htm
http://www.ma.hw.ac.uk/RSE
http://www.foresight.gov.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/just-00/jumop1206.htm
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Working Group on an alternative diligence against moveable property

Note by the Convener

I attach a letter by the Minister for Finance and Local Government (formerly Deputy
Minister for Justice), Angus MacKay, inviting me to appoint a member of the
Committee as a representative of the Committee on the above Executive working
group, which he chairs.

As members will no doubt be aware, the working group was set up by the Executive
after the Stage 1 debate on Tommy Sheridan’s Abolition of Poindings and Warrant
Sales Bill.   During that debate, the Minister for Justice indicated that he would be
inviting members of the three committees that took part in the Stage 1 process to
participate in the group (Official Report, 27 April, col 169).  However, when
invitations were sent to the Conveners of the three committees that had been
involved at Stage 1, Roseanna did not wish to participate as Convener and instead
asked Christine Grahame to participate in the working group on her behalf.  That
decision was taken by Roseanna alone, and Christine’s membership of the group
was not endorsed by the Committee.  As members will be aware, both Tommy
Sheridan and Christine Grahame have since resigned from the working group.
Again, Christine’s decision was not taken on behalf of the Committee and was not
endorsed by the Committee.

The Minister wrote to me on 17 October, asking me to nominate a Committee
member to replace Christine.  I replied on 2 November saying that it had never been
my understanding that there was a Committee representative on the group, and that
I did not consider such a representative to be desirable.  That remains my view – but
since the Minister has now repeated his invitation, I think it right to seek the view of
the Committee as a whole.

The formal title of the working group is the “Cross-party Parliamentary Working
Group on a diligence against moveable property to replace poinding and warrant
sale”.  (I should make clear, however, that this is not a Parliamentary Cross-Party
Group – i.e. it is not a Group set up and operated according to the rules laid down by
the Parliament, on the recommendations of the Standards Committee.  Rather, it is
an Executive working group, consisting of those invited by the Executive to join, and
with a secretariat provided by Executive officials.)  That title itself suggests that
MSPs on the group are there on behalf of their party.  I know, for example, that Euan
Robson is a member, but on behalf of the Liberal Democrats – and not on behalf of
the Committee, of which he is, of course, also a member.

I have a number of doubts about there being a “Committee representative” on such a
body.  For one thing, the various political parties represented on the Committee are
likely to have conflicting views on any proposal developed by the working group, and
it is therefore difficult to see how one Committee member could command the



confidence of all members to represent the “Committee’s view”.  For another thing, if
the member is to participate in a meaningful representative capacity, he or she would
have to refer significant matters back to the Committee – something that is unlikely
to be practical from the point of view either of the group or of the Committee.

Finally, and most importantly, there would be a danger in the Committee being seen
to have endorsed in advance whatever proposal the working group recommends.
Any such proposal can be expected to be reflected in an Executive Bill to be brought
forward in due course, and then probably referred to the Committee.  I hope all
members agree that, in those circumstances, the Committee should be able to
consider such a Bill on its merits.  This would be made more difficult if there was any
presumption that, because a member of the Committee had been involved in
developing the policy behind the Bill on the Committee’s behalf, the Committee’s
approval of the Bill itself could somehow be taken for granted.

I would of course be more than happy if an individual member of the Committee
wished to volunteer to participate in the Working Group, but I would hope that, in so
doing, that member would make clear that he or she participated on his or her own
account and not on behalf of the Committee as a whole.

December 2000 ALASDAIR MORGAN
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The Advice and Assistance (Assistance by Way of Representation) (Scotland)
Amendment Regulations 2001

Note by the Senior Assistant Clerk

Background
Assistance by Way of Representation (ABWOR) is available under the Advice and
Assistance (Assistance by Way of Representation) (Scotland) Regulations 1997 for
specified hearings and courts. ABWOR is available to persons who meet a financial
test, and other conditions which may apply in particular proceedings.

These Regulations make provision for ABWOR to be made available for Employment
Tribunals and prescribe the criteria to be applied by the Scottish Legal Aid Board in
determining whether to approve an application for ABWOR before such tribunals.
The Regulations provide that ABWOR should be approved for such proceedings
subject to the following criteria: a) the case is arguable; b) it is reasonable in the
particular circumstances of the case that ABWOR be made available, and c) the case
is too complex to allow the applicant to present it to a minimum standard of
effectiveness in person.

Regulation 5 also sets factors to be taken into account by the Board in determining
whether a case is too complex to allow the applicant to present it to a minimum
standard of effectiveness in person. The factors to be taken into account are as
follows: a) the determination of the issue may involve procedural difficulty or
consideration of a substantial question of law, or of evidence of a complex or difficult
nature, and b) the applicant may be unable to understand the proceedings or to state
his own case because of his or her age, inadequate knowledge of English, mental
illness, other mental or physical disability, or otherwise. This aspect falls within the
remit of the Equal Opportunities Committee. These Regulations have been
considered by that Committee, which has no comment to make.

In its note, the Executive explains that it does not envisage that ABWOR will be
made available for many cases before Employment Tribunals, as such proceedings
are intended to allow the ordinary individual the opportunity to set out his or her case
in an informal manner, and in most cases it will not be necessary for applicants to
have legal representation.

The Regulations were considered on 21 November by the Subordinate Legislation
Committee, which has no comment to make.

ECHR
Several cases before Employment Tribunals in Scotland have recently argued that
the failure to make legal assistance available for these proceedings amounts to a
violation of the right to a fair hearing under Article 6(1) of the ECHR. According to the
Executive note, the Scottish Ministers believe that, in order to ensure compatibility
with the Convention, legal assistance needs to be extended to those applicants
before Employment Tribunals who meet the criteria set out in these regulations (as



well as the financial criterion and other conditions already applicable to those seeking
advice and assistance).

Procedure
The instrument was laid on 13 November and is due to come into force on 15
January.  Under Rule 10.6, the draft Regulations being subject to affirmative
resolution, it is for the lead committee to recommend to the Parliament whether the
instrument should come into force.  The Minister for Justice has, by motion S1M-
1398 (set out in the Agenda), proposed that the Committee recommends the
approval of the Regulations. The Minister will attend to speak to and move the
motion.  The debate may last for up to 90 minutes.

At the end of the debate, the Committee must decide whether or not to agree to the
motion, and then report to the Parliament accordingly. Such a report need only be a
short statement of the Committee’s recommendation. Given that the Committee will
not meet again until after the reporting deadline, the text of the Committee’s report
will be circulated for approval by e-mail.

7 DECEMBER 2000 ALISON E TAYLOR
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The Advice and Assistance (Scotland) Amendment (No.2) Regulations 2000

Note by the Senior Assistant Clerk

Background

Under the Advice and Assistance (Scotland) Regulations 1996, solicitors have a right
to prior payment of fees or outlays out of any property recovered or preserved.
These Regulations amend the 1996 Regulations in order to prevent that right from
applying to an order made by an Employment Tribunal. This change is consequential
on Assistance by Way of Representation (ABWOR) being made available for
Employment Tribunals (under the draft affirmative instrument also for consideration
by the Committee).

These Regulations omit the reference in the 1996 Regulations to section 87 of the
Employment Protection Act 1975, since that section is now repealed. An updated
reference is inserted.

Procedure
Under Rule 10.4, these Regulations are subject to negative procedure which means
that they come into force and remain in force unless the Parliament passes a
resolution, not later than 40 days after the instrument is laid, calling for its annulment.
Phil Gallie has lodged a motion (motion number S1M-1422 reprinted in the agenda),
calling on the Committee to recommend annulment of the instrument. The debate on
the motion can last up to 90 minutes.  If the motion is agreed to, there must be a
further debate in the Parliament on whether to annul the instrument.

The instrument was laid on 13 November and is subject to annulment under the
Parliament’s standing orders until 9 January.  If not annulled, the instrument will
come into force on 15 January.

7 DECEMBER 2000 ALISON E TAYLOR
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JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Future Business

Note by the Convener

Background
A number of issues within the remit of this Committee have arisen since the
Committee last discussed and agreed its forward programme, at its meeting on 14
November. The purpose of this note is to set out these issues, and options available
to the Committee to take these issues forward.

Chhokar Case
Members will be aware that Surjit Singh Chhokar was murdered on 4 November
1998 in Wishaw.  Last week, two men accused of the murder were found not guilty.
One was found guilty of a reduced charge of assault and was given 12 months’
detention.  Both men had denied the charges, and named the uncle of one of the
accused in a special defence of incrimination.  The uncle was acquitted of murder at
a trial last year.

The Lord Advocate, Colin Boyd QC, has commissioned an independent judicial
inquiry into the decision-making process in the prosecution of three men who had
been accused of the murder of Mr Chhokar. He has also ordered a separate inquiry
to review the arrangements for liaison with the members of the victim's family.

The Equal Opportunities Committee Race Reporter, Michael McMahon MSP, is
currently performing some initial work on this issue, and will bring back an options
paper to that Committee at its meeting on 19 December (see attached letter).

The conduct of these matters by the Crown Office is clearly a matter that falls within
the remit of this Committee, and I would be interested in the Committee’s view on
what, if anything, it wishes to do in relation to this issue at this stage.  One option
would be to question the Lord Advocate on the arguments for and against a public
inquiry on the handling of the case.  Another, of course, would be to do nothing at
least until the inquiries announced by the Crown Office have been concluded.  The
Committee might also wish to defer any decision until it becomes clear how the Equal
Opportunities Committee intends to proceed.

Chinook helicopter crash
Members will also be aware of the issues arising from the 1994 crash of an RAF
Chinook helicopter on the Mull of Kintyre, which killed 29 people. An RAF Board of
Inquiry which initially examined the cause of the crash in 1997 blamed pilot error.
However, a fatal accident inquiry in 1996 had found no proof that the pilots were to
blame.  On 30 November, the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
criticised the findings of the RAF Board of Inquiry which blamed the two pilots for the
crash.  The PAC said there had been repeated problems with the aircraft’s control
software, and that that cast sufficient doubt on the conclusion of pilot error to justify
overturning the Board of Inquiry findings.  However, Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon
has dismissed the PAC report on the grounds that it presents no new evidence that



would justify reopening the inquiry.  That response has been widely criticised,
including by former Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind and other MPs and peers.

Although the Ministry of Defence is subject to scrutiny by the House of Commons
and not by the Scottish Parliament, the fatal accident inquiry was carried out in 1996
in a Scottish Court.  It therefore seems to me that the Committee could legitimately
look into at least some aspects of this case should it so wish.

Kilmarnock Prison
I understand that all members have received letters from the Prison Officers
Association Scotland questioning figures recently presented by the Scottish Prisons
Service concerning the relative cost per prisoner at HMP Kilmarnock and SPS-run
prisons.  The union invites the Committee to examine critically how such figures are
arrived at.  Christine Grahame has written to me suggesting that the Committee take
evidence from the Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service and from the Chief
Inspector of Prisons on this matter.

I had of course envisaged that the Committee would take evidence from the Minister
and the SPS Chief Executive, and perhaps also the Chief Inspector, on the
forthcoming Estates Review.  However, I would be interested to know whether the
Committee thinks it preferable to invite written evidence on the above point now.
One advantage of doing so is that it would provide material on which questions could
be based during oral evidence at a later date.  It remains uncertain, of course, when
the Executive’s response to the Estates Review will be made known.  I understand
that the SPS Board’s report is now with the Minister for Justice.

Child Protection
As members are aware, Gordon Jackson has suggested that the Committee may
wish to look at local authority child protection committees and the problems which
they are currently encountering.  While I am sympathetic to the issue, it seems to me
that the work of these committees cuts across the remits of several Committees of
this Parliament (Local Government; Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector;
Health and Community Care; and Education, Culture and Sport).  I am also a little
reluctant for the Committee to commit itself at this stage to what could be another
substantial inquiry while the inquiries on legal aid and self-regulation of the police are
just beginning, particularly given the likely legislative burden next year.

One option would be to wait at least until the fate of this Committee has become
clear.  Another is perhaps to write to the Conveners of relevant committees to find
out whether they have, or would have, an interest in undertaking such an inquiry.

7 DECEMBER 2000 ALASDAIR MORGAN



The Right Honourable Colin Boyd QC

Alasdair Morgan Esq MP MSP
Convener
Justice and Home Affairs Committee
The Scottish Parliament
EDINBURGH
EH99 1SP

1 December 2000

DISTRICT COURT – INDUSTRIAL ACTION

I understand that during the debate on Glasgow District Court there were requests for
figures on the impact of the industrial action.  I annex to this letter two tables.  The
first deals with cases which have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal and marked
“no proceedings” without any prosecution action being taken, solely because the
industrial action has meant that there was no court facility available.  In that table, the
references to “custody” and “non custody” relate to the status of the accused at the
time that the case was reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  The second table relates to
cases which had already been commenced but which it has been necessary to mark “no
further proceeding” because it has not been possible to call the case in court on the due
date.  In this table, the references to custody are references to persons who have been
kept in custody pending trial and whom it has been necessary to release because the
trial could not go ahead.  You will see that there are four such cases.

These figures are accurate as at 27 November.

Mention was made of the totting up provisions during the debate.  I am unable to
determine how many of the road traffic cases would have involved potential totting up
because the liability of an accused person to that procedure only becomes apparent
when/



- 2 -

when he produces his driving licence and the endorsements are seen.  The alternative
approach is to requisition from the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency a printout in
relation to every person accused of road traffic offences whose case falls within the
statistics which I am providing and that would be an unreasonable burden to impose
on DVLA.

COLIN D BOYD



Table One

Total Cases Marked

Statutory other than
specified below 670 21.02%
Common Law 1371 43.01%
Road Traffic 463 14.52%
Speeders 233 7.31%
F.P.(Police) Defaulted 259 8.12%
Camera FP Defaults 84 2.63%
Vehicles Excise 50 1.57%
Wireless Telegraphy 43 1.35%
Parkers 1 0.03%
Breach of Probation 14 0.44%
Total 3188

Custody

Statutory other than
specified below 18 21.18%
Common Law 64 75.29%
Road Traffic 2 2.35%
Speeders 0 0.00%
Breach of Probation 1
Total 85

Non-Custody

Statutory other than
specified below 652 21.01%
Common Law 1307 42.12%
Road Traffic 461 14.86%
Speeders 233 7.51%
F.P.(Police) Defaulted 259 8.35%
Camera FP Defaults 84 2.71%
Vehicles Excise 50 1.61%
Wireless Telegraphy 43 1.39%
Parkers 1 0.03%
Breach of Probation 13 0.42%
Total 3103



Table Two

Total Cases Marked

Statutory other than
specified below 501 35.97%
Common Law 463 33.24%
Road Traffic 88 6.32%
Speeders 30 2.15%
F.P.(Police) Defaulted 147 10.55%
Camera FP Defaults 80 5.74%
Vehicles Excise 0 0.00%
Wireless Telegraphy 84 6.03%
Parkers 0 0.00%
Breach of Probation 0 0.00%
Total 1393

Custody

Statutory other than
specified below 1 25.00%
Common Law 2 50.00%
Road Traffic 1 25.00%
Speeders 0 0.00%
Breach of Probation 0
Total 4

Non-Custody

Statutory other than
specified below 500 36.00%
Common Law 461 33.19%
Road Traffic 57 6.26%
Speeders 30 2.16%
F.P.(Police) Defaulted 147 10.58%
Camera FP Defaults 80 5.76%
Vehicles Excise 0 0.00%
Wireless Telegraphy 84 6.05%
Parkers 0 0.00%
Breach of Probation 0 0.00%
Total 1359
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JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

THE WORK OF THE SCOTTISH CRIMINAL CASES REVIEW COMMISSION

TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER

BRIEFING PAPER FROM PROFESSOR SHEILA McLEAN – CHAIRPERSON, SCCRC

Remit of the Commission

The Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission was established on 1 April 1999 by
section 194A of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act as inserted by section 25 of the
Crime and Punishment (Scotland) Act 1997, a copy of which is appended for ease of
reference (appendix 1).

The remit of the Commission is to review and investigate alleged miscarriages of justice in
Scottish convictions and refer deserving cases to the High Court for determination.  The
High Court will hear the case as if it were a normal appeal.  The grounds upon which the
Commission may refer a case to the High Court are that a miscarriage of justice may have
occurred and that it is in the interests of justice that a reference should be made.

Since April 1999 the Commission has referred 4 cases to the High Court for
determination.  To date, only 1 case has been determined by the High Court.  In this case
the applicant’s conviction was quashed in relation to the convictions where the
Commission considered that there may have been a miscarriage of justice.  Of the three
remaining cases referred to the High Court dates have yet to be set by the court for the
hearing of the appeals.

The details of the four cases referred by the Commission are as follows:

Case 1 – George Fraser – referred by the Commission in September 1999, determined by
the High  Court in July 2000.  Fresh evidence in the form of letters and affidavits, signed at
the time of the trial by Mr Fraser’s family in Poland, which cast doubt upon the
complainer’s credibility, this being  a critical issue at trial;  an insufficiency of evidence to
convict on the indecency charges.

Case 2 – Referred by the Commission in November 1999, as yet no appeal date set.
Fresh evidence in the form of previously undisclosed police statements from Crown
witnesses.

Case 3 – Referred by the Commission in July 2000, as yet no appeal date set.  Fresh
evidence in the form of psychiatric reports concerning recovered memory of the applicant.

Case 4 – Referred by the Commission in August 2000, as yet no appeal date set.
Defective representation by defence solicitor in that the solicitor did not implement his
client’s instructions.



To date, the Commission has taken final decisions not to refer 28 cases.  The
Commission has also issued interim decisions not to refer in a further 13 cases where the
applicants have been given the opportunity to submit any further representations on the
Board’s interim decision before a final decision is made.  Final decisions have been taken
to close the files in relation to a further 9 cases, of which 6 had appeals were outstanding,
2 were closed for want of insistence and 1 case did not require any review by a Legal
Officer as the Board’s view was that the appropriate method of  dealing with the issue
raised was through a petition to the Nobile Officium.  The Commission has also taken
decisions not to review a further 24 cases as the applicants have not exhausted the
normal appeals process and have not convinced the Board that there were special
circumstances for this.  These applicants have been invited to seek legal advice and
consider applying directly to the Court for leave to appeal out of time.  Further information
regarding case statistics is presented in tabular and graphical form and appended to this
note for information (appendix 2 and Table 1).

The Powers of the Commission

The powers of the Commission are very broad in that the Commission can:

(i) take any steps which it considers appropriate to assist in the exercise of the
Commission’s function;
undertake enquiries and obtain statements, opinions or reports;
request the Lord Advocate or any other person to undertake enquiries or obtain
statements, opinions and reports;
(iv) apply to a Sheriff for a warrant to have a person cited to appear before the sheriff to
be precognosed on oath, if that person  refuses to make a statement to the Commission;
(v) apply to the High Court for an order requiring any person or public body to produce
or let the Commission have access to any documentation or material which the
Commission believes will assist the Commission in its functions;
refer to the High Court, for the Court’s opinion, on any point which the Commission
desires the Court’s assistance.
Use of powers

Since its establishment the Commission has considered it necessary to conduct enquiries
and obtain statements using its own staff.  Opinions and reports have been obtained from
expert advisers under the instruction of the Commission’s own staff.  The Commission has
not exercised its power to instruct the Lord Advocate or any other person to undertake
enquiries on the Commission’s behalf.  The reason for this is that the Commission
considers that the person reviewing a case, who has an in-depth knowledge of all the
background facts and circumstances in the case and is fully aware of all the factual and
legal issues raised in the application and/or which have come to light during the course of
the investigation of the case should personally investigate all aspects of a case in order to
ensure a comprehensive, thorough and independent review of a case.

The Commission has exercised its power in relation to expert advisers quite often, in
particular, in the field of expert DNA analysis.  It has also commissioned expert reports
relating to photographic evidence, forensic examination, medical opinion and
psychological analysis in relation to written and oral statements.



The Commission has on two occasions applied to a Sheriff for a warrant to cite a person
to give a precognition on oath.  The Commission has found that most witnesses are willing
to give a statement to the Commission.  The Commission has also on occasion had to
advise potential witnesses of its power to apply to a Sheriff to take a precognition on oath
and this generally results in co-operation from reluctant witnesses.

The Commission has also once exercised its powers to apply to the High Court for an
order to produce documentation. On this occasion, the Commission wished full access to
all papers held by the Crown in relation to a case being reviewed by the Commission. The
Court granted the order in September 2000.  The Commission and the Crown Office found
the terms of the Court’s judgement to be helpful in clarifying the position in relation to the
release of documentation to the Commission.  The Commission and Crown Office are
currently drafting a Minute of Understanding regarding future working protocols.

The Commission has also, very recently, petitioned the High Court for the Court’s opinion
in relation to matters arising from the Commission’s investigation of allegations of jury
malpractice.  The hearing before the Court has been scheduled for later this month.

Structure and Responsibilities of the Commission

The Board of the Commission consists of seven members, including the Chair, from
varying backgrounds, 2 Academics, 1 senior Counsel, 1 retired Sheriff and part-time High
Court Judge, 2 practising solicitors and 1 lay member.

The Commission currently employs a Chief Executive, a Director of Administration, seven
Legal Officers (previously entitled Caseworkers) and two admin support staff.

The Chair and Board Members of the Commission are responsible for the strategic
direction and performance of the Commission, for setting policies in relation to cases, for
deciding whether cases should be referred to the High Court for determination and for
ensuring that high standards of propriety and efficiency are achieved and maintained.

The Chief Executive is responsible for the efficient and effective progressing of the
Commission’s casework, the proper stewardship and expenditure of the public funds
received by the Commission and the daily management of the Commission.  The Chief
Executive is the Accountable Officer for the Commission.

The Director of Administration is responsible for the day to day financial management of
the Commission and is responsible for developing and implementing Commission policies
in relation to pay and personnel issues, audit issues, members’ fees and expenses and
procurement.

The Legal Officers are responsible for conducting investigations and carrying out a full and
thorough review of all cases alleging a miscarriage of justice, under the direction of the
Chief Executive and the Board.

Processing Applications and Reviewing Cases



Full details of the Commission’s initial procedures in relation to processing applications
and reviewing cases can be found at Section 2, pages 14 and 15, of the Commission’s
annual report 1999-2000.

When the Commission was established the Board of the Commission agreed that it was
necessary to allocate two Board Members to oversee the review of each case.  Therefore,
when cases were allocated to Legal Officers two Board Members were also allocated
each case.  This process proved to be very useful as the Commission was a new body
within the Scottish criminal justice system and the day to day input from Board Members
was extremely helpful to the Legal Officers and assisted them in developing methods for
the efficient and effective review of the Commission’s cases.

The Commission experienced some minor management problems within the first year of
its establishment in that the first appointed Chief Executive remained in post for only a
period of 9 months and resigned for personal reasons in December 1999.  The
Commission was without a Chief Executive from then until April 2000 when Ms Kelly
joined the Commission.  Since then Ms Kelly has taken an active role in the Commission’s
casework and has set in place further procedures to ensure the efficient and effective
progressing of the Commission’s casework.  The Commission’s Legal Officers have also
built up expertise in the review of the cases.  The Board of the Commission has recently
considered proposals to enhance the overall efficiency of the Commission.  In order to
ensure the efficient use of public funds the Board has decided that it is now unnecessary
to allocate two Board Members to take an active and supervisory role in the review
process of every case under review.  Discussions have been held with the Commission’s
Audit Committee and the Commission’s internal auditors regarding changes to the current
case handling procedures.  New case handling procedures are currently being drafted, to
come into effect on 1 January 2001.  From that date new procedures will be in place
whereby, according to existing workload and in accordance with priority ranking, a case is
allocated to a legal officer and the case is then scheduled to be discussed at a committee
meeting with 2 months. The discussion committees will consist of the allocated Legal
Officer, the Chief Executive and two commissioners.    Full details of the changes to the
current case handling procedures will be detailed in the Commission’s next annual report
which will be published by end June 2001.  These can, of course, be provided to the
Committee as soon as the case handling procedures are finalised, if required.

Other Issues of Interest

Management Statement/Financial Memorandum and Corporate Plan

The Committee will wish to be aware that the Commission’s Management
Statement/Financial Memorandum and Corporate Plan have not yet been finalised,
although it is expected that both documents will be available for publication by the end of
December 2000.

While the Management Statement and Financial Memorandum has not yet been issued in
final form, a draft version was agreed with the Scottish Executive Justice Department and
the Commission has been working under the terms of the draft until a final version is
issued by the Department.



The preparation of the Commission’s first Corporate Plan was delayed due to the
resignation in December 1999 of the Commission’s first Chief Executive.  However, when
Ms Kelly took up appointment as Chief Executive in April 2000 she immediately
commenced work on the preparation of the Corporate Plan.  A draft Corporate Plan was
submitted to the sponsor Department in August 2000. Ms Kelly has been in consultation
with the Department in relation to finalising the Corporate Plan and a final version will be
available by the end of the year.  For information, a note detailing the targets which will be
included in the Corporate Plan is appended to this note (appendix 3).

Legislative Change

Section 6 of the Commission’s first annual report (1999-00), page 30, provides details of
problems that the Commission has encountered in carrying out its functions in respect of
existing legislation.  The Committee may wish to be aware that the Commission has set
up an internal working group, consisting of two Members of the Board of the Commission,
the Chief Executive and a Legal Officer, to look at the problems, initially in relation to the
Commission’s own statutory provisions, and submit recommendations to the Board.  The
Board will report to the Scottish Executive in due course making recommendations for
legislative change where necessary.
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Scottish Criminal Cases
Review Commission.

The Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission
25.-(1) After Part X of the 1995 Act there shall be inserted the following new

Part

"PART XA
SCOTTISH CRIMINAL CASES REVIEW COMMISSION

The Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission

Scottish 194A.-(1) There shall be established a body corporate
Criminal Cases to be known as the Scottish Criminal Cases Review
Review Commission (in this Act referred to as "the
Commission.

Commission")
(2) The Commission shall not be regarded as the

servant or agent of the Crown or as enjoying any status,
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immunity or privilege of the Crown; and the Commission's
property shall not be regarded as property of, or held on
behalf of, the Crown.

(3) The Commission shall consist of not fewer than three
members.

(4) The members of the Commission shall be appointed
by Her Majesty on the recommendation of the Secretary of
State.

(5) At least one third of the members of the Commission
shall be persons who are legally qualified; and for this
purpose a person is legally qualified if he is an advocate or
solicitor of at least ten years' standing.

(6) At least two thirds of the members of the
Commission shall be persons who appear to the Secretary
of State to have knowledge or experience of any aspect of
the criminal justice system; and for the purposes of this
subsection the criminal justice system includes, in
particular, the investigation of offences and the treatment
of offenders.

(7) Schedule 9A to this Act, which makes further
provision as to the Commission, shall have effect.

References to High Court

Cases dealt with 194B.-(1) The Commission on the consideration of
on indictment. any conviction of a person or of the sentence (other than

sentence of death) passed on a person who has been
convicted on indictment may, if they think fit, at any time,
and whether or not an appeal against such conviction or
sentence has previously been heard and determined by the
High Court, refer the whole case to the High Court and
the case shall be heard and determined, subject to any
directions the High Court may make, as if it were an
appeal under Part VIII of this Act.

(2) The power of the Commission under this section to
refer to the High Court the case of a person convicted
shall be exercisable whether or not that person has
petitioned for the exercise of Her Majesty's prerogative
of mercy.

(3) This section shall apply in relation to a finding
under section 55(2) and an order under section 57(2) of
this Act as it applies, respectively, in relation to a
conviction and a sentence.

(4) For the purposes of this section "person" includes
a person who is deceased.

Grounds for. 194C. The grounds upon which the Commission may
reference. refer a case to the High Court are that they believe-

(a) that a miscarriage of justice may have occurred;
and

(b) that it is in the interests of justice that a reference
should be made.
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Further 194D.-{1) A reference of a conviction, sentence or
provision as to finding may be made under section 194B of this Act
references. whether or not an application has been made by or on

behalf of the person to whom it relates.

(2) In considering whether to make a reference the
Commission shall have regard to

(a) any application or representations made to the
Commission by or on behalf of the person to

whom it relates;
(b) any other representations made to the
Commission in relation to it: and

(c) any other matters which appear to the
Commission to be relevant.

(3) In considering whether to make a reference the
Commission may at any time refer to the High Court for

the Court's opinion any point on which they desire the
Court's assistance; and on a reference under this

subsection the High Court shall consider the point
referred and furnish the Commission with their opinion

on the point.
(4) Where the Commission make a reference to the

High Court under section 194B of this Act they shall
(a) give to the Court a statement of their reasons for

making the reference; and
(b) send a copy of the statement to every person who

appears to them to be likely to be a party to any
proceedings on the appeal arising from the

reference.

(5) In every case in which
(a) an application has been made to the Commission

by or on behalf of any person for the reference
by them of any conviction, sentence or finding;
but

(b) the Commission decide not to make a reference
of the conviction, sentence or finding,

they shall give a statement of the reasons for their decision
to the person who made the application.

Extension of 194E.--(1) The Secretary of State may by order
Commission's provide for this Part of this Act to apply in relation to
remit to convictions, sentences and findings made in summary
summary cases. proceedings as they apply in relation to convictions,

sentences and findings made in solemn proceedings, and
may for that purpose make in such an order such
amendments to the provisions of this Part as appear to
him to be necessary or expedient.

~(2) An order under this section shall be made by
statutory instrument, and shall not have effect unless a draft
of it has been laid before and approved by a resolution of
each House of Parliament.
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Further powers. 194E The Commission may take any steps which they
consider appropriate for assisting them in the exercise of
any of their functions and may, in particular-

(a) themselves undertake inquiries and obtain
statements, opinions or reports; or

Supplementary
provision.

(b) request the Lord Advocate or any other person to
undertake such inquiries or obtain such
statements, opinions and reports.

1946.--(1) The Secretary of State may by order make
such incidental, consequential, transitional . or
supplementary provisions as may appear to him to be
necessary or expedient for the purpose of bringing this Part
of this Act into operation, and, without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing, of dealing with any cases
being considered by him under section 124 of this Act at
the time when this Part comes into force, and an order
under this section may make different provision in relation
to different cases or classes of case.

(2) An order under this section shall be made by
statutory instrument subject to annulment in pursuance of
a resolution of either House of Parliament.

Powers of investigation of Commission

Power to request 194H.--(1) Where it appears to the Commission that a
precognition on person may have information which they require for the
oath. purposes of carrying out their functions, and the person

refuses to make any statement to them, they may apply to
the sheriff under this section.

(2) On an application made by the Commission under
this section, the sheriff may, if he is satisfied that it is
reasonable in the circumstances, grant warrant to cite the
person concerned to appear before the sheriff in chambers
at such time or place as shall be specified in the citation,
for precognition on oath by a member of the Commission
or a person appointed by them to act in that regard.

(3) Any person who, having been duly cited to attend
for precognition under subsection (2) above and having
been given at least 48 hours notice, fails without
reasonable excuse to attend shall be guilty of an offence
and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
level 3 on the standard scale or to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding 21 days; and the court may issue a
warrant for the apprehension of the person concerned
ordering him to be brought before a sheriff for
precognition on oath.

(4) Any person who, having been duly cited to attend
for precognition under subsection (2) above, attends
hut

(a) refuses to give information within his knowledge
or to produce evidence in his possession; or

35

PART II



36 c. 48 Crime and Punishment (Scotland) Act 1997

PART II
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1967 c.77.

(b) prevaricates in his evidence,
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to be
summarily subjected to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the
standard scale or to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding 21 days.

Power to obtain 1941.-(1) Where the Commission believe that a person
documents etc. or a public body has possession or control of a document

or other material which may assist them in the exercise of
any of their functions, they may apply to the High Court

for an order requiring that person or body
(a) to produce the document or other material to the

Commission or to give the Commission access
to it; and

(b) to allow the Commission to take away the
document or other material or to make and take

away a copy of it in such form as they think
appropriate,

and such an order may direct that the document or other
material must not be destroyed, damaged or altered

before the direction is withdrawn by the Court.
(2) The duty to comply with an order under this section

is not affected by any obligation of secrecy or other
limitation on disclosure (including any such obligation or

limitation imposed by or by virtue of any enactment)
which would otherwise prevent the production of the
document or other material to the Commission or the

giving of access to it to the Commission.
(3) The documents and other material covered by this

section include, in particular, any document or other
material obtained or created during any investigation or

proceedings relating to
(a) the case in relation to which the Commission's .

function is being or may be exercised; or
(b) any other case which may be in any way

connected with that case (whether or not any
function of the Commission could be exercised

in relation to that other case).
(4) In this section

"Minister" means a Minister of the Crown as defined
by section 8 of the Ministers of the Crown Act

1975;
"police force" means any police force maintained for

a local government area under section 1(1) of
the Police (Scotland) Act 1967 and references to

a chief constable are references to the chief
constable of such a force within the meaning of

that Act; and

'public body" means
(a) any police force;
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Offence
of

Exceptions from
obligations of
non-disclosure.

(b) any government department, local
authority or other body constituted for the
purposes of the public service, local
government or the administration of justice; or

(c) any other body whose members are
appointed by Her Majesty, any Minister or any
government department or whose revenues
consist wholly or mainly of money provided
by Parliament.

Disclosure of information

194J. -(1) A person who is or has been a member or
employee of the Commission shall not disclose any
information obtained by the Commission in the exercise of
any of their functions unless the disclosure of the
information is excepted from this section by section 194K
of this Act.

(2) A member of the Commission shall not authorise the
disclosure by an employee of the Commission of any
information obtained by the Commission in the exercise of
any of their functions unless the authorisation of the
disclosure of the information is excepted from this section
by section 194K of this Act.

(3) A person who contravenes this section is guilty of an
offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine of an
amount not exceeding level S on the standard scale.

194K. -(1) The disclosure of information, or the
authorisation of the disclosure of information, is excepted
from section 194J of this Act by this section if the
information is disclosed, or is authorised to be disclosed-

(a) for the purposes of any criminal, disciplinary or
civil proceedings;

(b) in order to assist in dealing with an application
made to the Secretary of State for compensation
for a miscarriage of justice;

(c) by a person who is a member or an employee of
the Commission to another person who is a
member or an employee of the Commission;

(d) in any statement or report required by this Act;
(e) in or in connection with the exercise of any

function under this Act; or
(f) in any circumstances in which the disclosure of

information is permitted by an order made by the
Secretary of State.

(2) The disclosure of information is also excepted from
section 194J of this Act by this section if the information is
disclosed by an employee of the Commission who is
authorised to disclose the information by a member of the
Commission.
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(3) The disclosure of information, or the authorisation of

the disclosure of information, is also excepted from section
1941 of this Act by this section if the information is
disclosed, or is authorised to be disclosed, for the purposes
of-

(a) the investigation of an offence; or
(b) deciding whether to prosecute a person for an

offence,
unless the disclosure is or would be prevented by an
obligation or other limitation on disclosure (including any
such obligation or limitation imposed by, under or by
virtue of any enactment) arising otherwise than under that
section.

(4) Where the disclosure of information is excepted
from section 1941 of this Act by subsection (1) or (2)
above, the disclosure of the information is not prevented
by any obligation of secrecy or other limitation on
disclosure (including any such obligation or limitation
imposed by, under or by virtue of any enactment) arising
otherwise than under that section.

(5) The power to make an order under subsection (1)(f)
above is exercisable by statutory instrument which shall be
subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either
House of Parliament.

Consent to 194L. -(1) Where a person or body is required by an
disclosure. order under section 1941 of this Act to produce or allow

access to a document or other material to the Commission
and notifies them that any information contained in the
document or other material to which the order relates is
not to be disclosed by the Commission without his or its
prior consent, the Commission shall not disclose the
information without such consent.

(2) Such consent may not be withheld unless-
(a) (apart from section 1941 of this Act) the person

would have been prevented by any obligation of
secrecy or other limitation on disclosure from

disclosing the information without such
consent; and

(b) it is reasonable for the person to withhold his
consent to disclosure of the information by the

Commission.
(3) An obligation of secrecy or other limitation on

disclosure which applies to a person only where disclosure
is not authorised by another person shall not be taken for

the purposes of subsection (2)(a) above to prevent the
disclosure by the person of information to the

Commission unless
(a) reasonable steps have been taken to obtain the

authorisation of the other person; or
(b) such authorisation could not reasonably be

expected to be obtained.".
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(2) After Schedule 9 to the 1995 Act there shall be inserted the
following Schedule-

"SCHEDULE 9A
THE COMMISSION: FURTHER PROVISIONS

Membership

1. Her Majesty shall, on the recommendation of the Secretary of
State, appoint one of the members of the Commission to be the
chairman of the Commission. .

2.-(1) Subject to the following provisions of this paragraph, a
person shall hold and vacate office as a member of the Commission, or
as chairman of the Commission, in accordance with the terms of his
appointment.

(2) An appointment as a member of the Commission may be full-
time or part-time.

(3) The appointment of a person as a member of the Commission,
or as chairman of the Commission, shall be for a fixed period of not
longer than five years.

(4) Subject to sub-paragraph (5) below, a person whose term of
appointment as a member of the Commission, or as chairman of the
Commission, expires shall be eligible for re-appointment.

(5) No person may hold office as a member of the Commission for
a continuous period which is longer than ten years.

(6) A person may at any time resign his office as a member of the
Commission, or as chairman of the Commission, by notice in writing
addressed to Her Majesty.

(7) Her Majesty may at any time remove a person from office as a
member of the Commission if satisfied-

(a) that he has without reasonable excuse failed to discharge his
functions as a member for a continuous period of three
months beginning not earlier than six months before that
time;

(b) that he has been convicted of a criminal offence;
(c) that a bankruptcy order has been made against him, or his

estate has been sequestrated, or he has made a composition
or arrangement with, or granted a trust deed for, his
creditors; or

(d) that he is unable or unfit to discharge his functions as a
member.

(8) If the chairman of the Commission ceases to be a member of
the Commission he shall also cease to be chairman.

Members and employees

3.-(1) The Commission shall-
(a) pay to members of the Commission such remuneration;
(b) pay to or in respect of members of the Commission any such

allowances, fees, expenses and gratuities; and

PART II
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(c) pay towards the provisions of pensions to or in respect of
members of the Commission any such sums,

as the Commission are required to pay by or in accordance with
directions given by the Secretary of State.

(2) Where a member of the Commission was, immediately before
becoming a member, a participant in a scheme under section 1 of the
Superannuation Act 1972, the Minister for the Civil Service may
determine that his term of office as a member shall be treated for the
purposes of the scheme as if it were service in the employment or
office by reference to which he was a participant in the scheme; and
his rights under the scheme shall not be affected by sub-paragraph
(1)(c) above.

(3) Where-
(a) a person ceases to hold office as a member of the

Commission otherwise than on the expiry of his term of
appointment; and

(b) it appears to the Secretary of State that there are special
circumstances which make it right for him, to receive
compensation,

the Secretary of State may direct the Commission to make to him a
payment of such amount as the Secretary of State may determine.

4.-(1) The Commission may appoint a chief executive and such
other employees as the Commission think fit, subject to the consent
of the Secretary of State as to their number and terms and conditions
of service.

(2) The Commission shall-
(a) pay to employees of the Commission such remuneration; and
(b) pay to or in respect of employees of the Commission any

such allowances, fees, expenses and gratuities,
as the Commission may, with the consent of the Secretary of State,
determine.

(3) Employment by the Commission shall be included among the
kinds of employment to which a scheme under section 1 of the
Superannuation Act 1972 may apply.

5. The Commission shall pay to the Minister for the Civil Service,
at such times as he may direct, such sums as he may determine in
respect of any increase attributable to paragraph 3(2) or 4(3) above in
the sums payable out of money provided by Parliament under the
Superannuation Act 1972.

Procedure

6.-(1) The arrangements for the procedure of the Commission
(including the quorum for meetings) shall be such as the Commission
may determine.

(2) The arrangements may provide for the discharge, under the
general direction of the Commission, of any function of the
Commission- - -
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(a) in the case of the function specified in sub-paragraph (3)
below, by a committee consisting of not fewer than three
members of the Commission; and

(b) in any other case, by any committee of, or by one or more of
the members or employees of, the Commission.

(3) The function referred to in sub-paragraph (2)(a) above is
making a reference to the High Court under section 194B of this Act.

(4) The validity of any proceedings of the Commission (or of any
committee of the Commission) shall not be affected by-

(a) any vacancy among the members of the Commission or in
the office of chairman of the Commission; or

(b) any defect in the appointment of any person as a member of
the Commission or as chairman of the Commission.

(5) Where-
(a) a document or other material has been produced to the

Commission under section 1941 of this Act, or they have
been given access to a document or other material under
that section, and the Commission have taken away the
document or other material (or a copy of it); and

(b) the person who produced the document or other material to
the Commission, or gave them access to it, has notified the
Commission that he considers that its disclosure to others
may be contrary to the interests of national security,

the Commission shall, after consulting that person, deal with the
document or material (or copy) in a manner appropriate for
safeguarding the interests of national security.

Evidence
7. A document purporting to be

(a) duly executed under the seal of the Commission; or
(b) signed on behalf of the Commission, shall be received in

evidence and, unless the contrary is proved, taken to be so executed
or signed.

Annual reports and accounts

8.-{1) As soon as possible after the end of each financial year of
the Commission, the Commission shall send to the Secretary of State
a report on the discharge of their functions during that year.

(2) Such a report may include an account of the working of the
provisions of Part XA of this Act and recommendations relating to
any of those provisions.

(3) The Secretary of State shall lay before each House of
Parliament, and cause to be published, a copy of every report sent to
him under sub-paragraph ( I ).

9.--(1) The Commission shall-
(a) keep proper accounts and proper records in relation to the

accounts; and
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prepare a statement of accounts in respect of each financial
year of the Commission.

(2) The statement of accounts shall contain such information and
shall be in such form as the Secretary of State may, with the consent
of the Treasury, direct.

(3) The Commission shall send a copy of the statement of accounts
to the Secretary of State and to the Comptroller and Auditor General
within such period after the end of the financial year to which the
statement relates as the Secretary of State may direct.

(4) The Comptroller and Auditor General shall-
(a) examine, certify and report on the statement of accounts;

and
(b) lay a copy of the statement of accounts and of his report

before each House of Parliament.

10. For the purposes of this Schedule the Commission's financial
year shall be the period of twelve months ending with 31 st March;
but the first financial year of the Commission shall be the period
beginning with the date of establishment of the Commission and
ending with the first 31st March which falls at least six months after
that date.

Expenses

11. The Secretary of State shall defray the expenses of the
Commission up to such amount as may be approved by him.".
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SCOTTISH CRIMINAL CASES REVIEW COMMISSION

CASE STATISTICS AS AT END NOVEMBER 2000

Summary
TOTAL CASES RECEIVED 193
of which:
Referrals     4
Final decisions not to refer issued    28
Cases closed for other reasons (appeal
outstanding, want of insistence etc)

     9

Cases currently allocated to Legal Officers     99
   of which
Interim decisions not to refer have been
issued

    13

Cases held in Suspense     24
Cases in backlog     29

TRENDS IN CASE STATISTICS SINCE APRIL 1999 (see Table 1 and graphs
attached)

When the Commission was established it was virtually impossible to predict the likely
volume of cases that would be received and throughout the first year the Commission
attempted to control the backlog with existing resources.  As at 1st April, 2000 there
were 44 cases in backlog.

While the backlog decreased from 44 to 37 cases between the beginning of April 2000
and 31st July, 2000, it became clear that, without additional resources, the backlog
would begin to increase rapidly again as, by the latter date, each Legal Officer had
been allocated the maximum number of cases which s/he could reasonably be
expected to review.

The number of cases received by the Commission has varied between 3 and 13 per
month and has averaged 8.7 cases over the period from 1 April 1999 to 30 November
2000.  If the Commission continues to receive cases at around 9 cases per month it
will have received a total of over 230 cases by end March 2001.

The average rate of progress on the conclusion of cases has shown a significant
increase during the second year of the Commission’s life due, firstly, to there now
being in the system, with the passage of time, many cases where the review process
has reached an advanced stage, secondly, to the recruitment of a fourth legal officer in
December 1999 and, thirdly, to the fact that progress of cases through the system is
now being clearly targeted by Legal Officers.  The recruitment of a further 3 legal
officers from 1 October 2000 is not expected to start affecting the rate of completion
until around April 2001 though it will, of course, allow the backlog to be reduced as
they gradually take on a full caseload.

It is not possible to predict with any degree of accuracy the likely future rate of
conclusion of cases but, after careful scrutiny of the state of play in relation to each of
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the cases allocated as at 31st July, 2000, it seemed reasonable to anticipate that it may
be possible to conclude cases from that date at the approximate rate of 1 case per legal
officer per month. This figure will be kept under careful review and any significant
deviation reported to the Scottish Executive without delay in order that timeous
consideration can be given to any steps which may be appropriate to match the level
of resources to casework demands such as increasing or reducing the number of Legal
Officers, as necessary.

Through the employment of three further Legal Officers from October 2000 with
Legal Officers concluding cases at a rate of 1 case each per month, by the end of
March 2001, the number of cases in backlog should be virtually eliminated, with 116
incomplete cases in the system.  However, thereafter the backlog may begin to
increase once more.  If, however, the Legal Officers conclude cases at the rate of 1.5
cases each per month by May 2001 the backlog would be clear and the number of
incomplete cases in the system would be 111.  By March 2002 the number of
incomplete cases in the system would be 86.  If this were to be the true sequence of
events the Commission would be looking to reduce its staff numbers before the end of
March 2002.

The Commission will ensure that the rate of intake and of conclusion of cases will be
carefully monitored to ensure that the backlog is under control and at acceptable
levels at all times.
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PERFORMANCE TARGETS SET TO MEET THE OBJECTIVES AS SET BY SCOTTISH
MINISTERS

Performance targets to monitor efficiency and expedition in dealing with cases

An initial assessment of the likely complexity of each case will be completed by the Chief
Executive after the Board has accepted the case for review and before the case is
allocated to a Legal Officer;

The Director of Administration will notify the Crown Office and the Police of receipt of
cases for the purpose of retention of paperwork and productions on a monthly basis;

Cases will be allocated to a legal officer within a maximum period of 9 months from the
date of receipt;

Within 3 days of a case being allocated to a legal officer the applicant will be notified of the
allocation;

Within 4 weeks of allocation, the legal officer will prepare an initial case plan document;

Review of cases relating to sentence only will be concluded within 6 months of being
allocated to a legal officer;

Cases relating to conviction or conviction and sentence will be concluded within 10
months of being allocated to a legal officer, excluding any time delay due to factors
outwith the Commission’s control.

After careful consideration, the Commission has concluded that, given the diversity of its
cases and the uniqueness of each individual case reviewed it is not possible to subdivide
and stipulate targets for individual stages of the review process. The target of 10 months
given for the conclusion of every case after allocation is itself essentially conjectural given
the nature of the Commission’s work.

Performance targets to monitor standards of service to stakeholders

In order to monitor whether the Commission is delivering its services in ways appropriate
to stakeholders’ needs the Commission will scrutinise and report on:

The number of applicants who ask the Commission to reconsider  their cases after
receiving the Commission’s interim statement of reasons for the decision not to refer
cases and the number of applicants who re-apply after receiving the final letter containing
the reasons for the decision not to refer
The number of appeals dismissed after referral by the Commission
The number of complaints received
The length of time taken to bring to a conclusion complaints against the Commission or
individual Members or staff of the Commission .
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Policy and general case discussion meetings, involving all Members and staff will be held
at least twice yearly and the Chief Executive will hold regular fortnightly meetings with all
staff.

Each staff member will undertake at least 3 days of training and development.

The staff pay, promotion and performance appraisal systems will be reviewed by 31
March 2001.

The Commission will carry out audits and will formulate and implement policies,
incorporating any changes deemed to be necessary in the Commission’s practices and
procedures, in respect of both Data Protection and Human Rights legislation and will put
in place procedures to monitor the effectiveness of these policies.

The Commission will critically analyse the provisions of section 194 of the Criminal
Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 and report to the Scottish Executive thereon by 31
December 2001, with recommendations in respect of amendments and additional
provisions which may assist the Commission in carrying out its function more efficiently,
effectively and expeditiously.

The Commission will, in the light of its experience in cases reviewed, carry out a review of
the provisions of the Contempt of Court Act 1981 and report to the Scottish Executive on
the extent to which the provisions contained in that Act obstruct the Commission in the
exercise of its functions.

To promote public understanding of the Commission’s role

To achieve this objective the Commission will develop and implement a programme of
activities to promote understanding of the Commission’s role to the public and to the
Commission’s other stakeholders and the external organisations with which the
Commission  interacts.

The Commission will widely distribute its information leaflets and video and encourage
feedback from organisations and individuals on the content of the information provided
and take account of constructive comments.

The Commission will produce leaflets for witnesses explaining the role of the Commission,
the arrangements which can be made for interview and dealing with possible matters of
concern for potential witnesses.

The Commission will develop its website to provide information on all aspects of the work
of the Commission. The website will include a feedback system which will be monitored.
All constructive comments will be taken into consideration by the Commission.

The Commission will prepare a programme of talks to be held on the role of the
Commission throughout Scotland to bar associations, legal groups, prisoners, prison staff,
law students, and any other interested parties.
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The Commission will also invite external organisations and individuals with an interest in
or having a working relationship with the Commission’s work to visit the Commission and
learn more about the Commission’s work in operation.

The Commission will take an open approach in its dealings with applicants, the
public, the media and other agencies within and outwith the criminal justice system
and will monitor and develop its methods of communication as necessary.

The Commission will monitor whether or not this objective is being met by reporting on the
level and type of feedback it receives from the public and external organisations in its
Annual Report and Accounts.

To enhance public confidence in the ability of the Scottish criminal justice system to cure
miscarriages of justice

This objective is inextricably linked with the Commission’s other objectives. The
Commission believes that it is not possible to set specific goals, over and above those set
out in relation to its other objectives, to achieve this objective. The Commission will work
conscientiously to ensure that public confidence is enhanced by effectively and
expeditiously reviewing and investigating all of its cases and by ensuring the integrity,
impartiality, objectivity and independence of its work.

The Commission believes that if it is meeting its other objectives then public confidence in
the Scottish criminal justice system to cure miscarriages of justice will be enhanced.  The
Commission is firmly of the view that its independence from Government and the
prosecution service is of paramount importance in enhancing public confidence in the
ability of the criminal justice system to remedy miscarriages of justice and the Commission
will maintain total independence in its investigation and review of cases and in its decision
making process.

The Commission will report in its Annual Report on the volume and nature of feedback
received from the public on how the Commission is perceived to be fulfilling its function by
way of monitoring whether this objective is being met.
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SCOTTISH CRIMINAL CASES REVIEW COMMISSION TABLE 1

CASEWORK STATISTICS - (April 1999 - November 2000)

Monthly Totals
April May June Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July AugusSeptemOctobeNovember TOTALS

Cases received at Commission 30 12 9 8 7 12 4 13 4 8 10 10 6 7 9 3 11 13 11 6 193

Cases in backlog at end month (minus any allocations) 0 3 10 13 12 21 24 33 29 33 40 44 38 38 36 37 44 52 39 29

Cases put to Board for policy decisions 0 0 0 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 1 5 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 18
Cases put to Board for referral 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 6
Cases put to Board for refusal 0 0 0 5 2 1 0 1 1 0 2 2 2 4 3 3 6 11 8 10 61
Total put to Board 0 0 0 5 2 2 0 2 1 0 2 3 2 4 3 4 7 11 8 11 67

Referral issued 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 4
Interim refusal issued 0 0 0 4 2 2 0 1 1 0 2 2 0 4 3 2 2 7 3 6 41
Final refusal issued 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 0 0 1 3 4 3 3 28
Cases completed (excl non eligible) 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 3 1 1 1 2 2 0 0 2 4 4 3 3 32
Cases closed for want of insistence 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2
Cases closed - appeal outstanding 1 1 4 6
Cases closed - no investigation by Caseworker 
required 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total Cases Closed 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 3 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 4 4 3 8 41

Cumulative Totals
April May June Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July AugusSeptemOctobeNovember

Cases received at Commission 30 42 51 59 66 78 82 95 99 107 117 127 133 140 149 152 163 176 187 193

Cases in backlog at end month (minus any allocations) 0 3 10 13 12 21 24 33 29 33 40 44 38 38 36 37 44 52 39 29

Cases put to Board for policy decisions 0 0 0 2 4 6 7 8 8 8 9 14 14 15 17 17 17 17 17 18
Cases put to Board for referral 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 5 5 5 6
Cases put to Board for refusal 0 0 0 5 7 8 8 9 10 10 12 14 16 20 23 26 32 43 51 61
Total put to Board 0 0 0 5 7 9 9 11 12 12 14 17 19 23 26 30 37 48 56 67

Referral issued 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 4 4 4 4
Interim refusal issued 0 0 0 4 6 8 8 9 10 10 12 14 14 18 21 23 25 32 35 41
Final refusal issued 0 0 0 3 5 7 8 9 10 12 14 14 14 15 18 22 25 28
Cases completed (excl non eligible) 0 0 0 4 6 9 10 11 12 14 16 16 16 18 22 26 29 32
Cases closed for want of insistence 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2
Cases closed - appeal outstanding 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 2 2 2 6
Cases closed - no investigation by Caseworker 
required 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Total Cases Closed 0 0 0 4 6 9 10 11 12 14 16 18 20 22 26 30 33 41
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The Advice and Assistance (Assistance by Way of Representation)
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2001

The Advice and Assistance (Scotland) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations
2000

Letter from Michael Clancy of the Law Society of Scotland

The Society welcomes the introduction of these two sets of Regulations which
will provide as follows:-

In relation to the Advice and Assistance (Assistance by Way of Representation)
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2001, these Regulations provide that
ABWOR shall be available in relation to proceedings before an Employment
Tribunal subject to the approval of the Scottish Legal Aid Board.  The
Regulations also prescribe the criteria to be applied by the Board in determining
whether to approve an application for ABWOR before an Employment Tribunal.

The Society welcomes the extension of Advice and Assistance by Way of
Representation to Employment Tribunals.  Employment Tribunals deal with
complex areas of law and matters of great importance to those who appear
before them. It is appropriate that those appearing are given access to legal
advice and representation.

In relation to the Advice and Assistance (Scotland) Amendment (No. 2)
Regulations 2000, these Regulations amend the Advice and Assistance
(Scotland) Regulations 1996 to provide that a solicitor’s right to prior payment of
fees and outlays out of any property recovered or preserved for a client in
respect of advice and assistance shall not apply to an Order made by an
Employment Tribunal. The Society has no comments to make on these
Regulations.

In relation to the Assistance by Way of Representation Regulations however, I
wonder if it would be appropriate to raise with the Scottish Executive at the
meeting on 12th December the following:-

(a) I understand that Employment Tribunals in Scotland sit on a
permanent basis in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee and Inverness
although hearings can also be arranged in Dumfries, Stranraer, Kirkcudbright,
Oban, Fort William, the Western Isles, Wick, Kirkwall and Lerwick.  In some
situations, Tribunals sitting in England and Wales can also deal with Scottish
cases. In that context, I wonder if the Executive would be prepared to confirm
whether travelling time to these locations and related travelling costs will be paid
under these Regulations.
(b) In view of the issue of the possible extra-territorial hearing of Scottish
cases, it might also be appropriate to consider the extent to which SLAB will pay
for Advice and Assistance and ABWOR before Tribunals in England and Wales.

I hope these points are of interest to the Committee.
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Papers for  information for the 37th meeting, 2000

Letter from the Federation of Small Businesses JH/00/37/11

Letter from Minister for Justice to Convenor on Divorce etc.
(Pensions)(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2000 JH/00/37/12

Andrew Mylne
November 2000
11th December



JH/00/37/11

JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Legal Aid For Employment Tribunals

Letter from the Federation of Small Businesses

The Federation is aware that the Scottish Executive has placed a draft Affirmative
Statutory Instrument before the Committee making provision for advice and
assistance under the Legal Aid (Scotland) Act for representation at Employment
Tribunals.

This proposal raises a number of issues of concern, the first of which is the total lack
of consultation from the Executive with the business community. The Scottish
Executive Justice Department have not been in contact with the Federation
regarding this issue, which we feel clearly has implications for the small business
sector.

Whether we agree with the proposal or not, the lack of consultation from the Justice
Department undermines the Executive’s commitment to consult with business on all
legislation and regulations that affect the business community, particularly the small
business sector.

I must point out our own position has not been decided, as due to the short time-
scale we have been unable to fully consider, in consultation with our members, the
full implications of the proposal.

However, it is the view of the Federation that the current Employment Tribunal
system is not equal or fair for small employers. There are serious issues for
example, surrounding the number of spurious cases, the system of pre-declared
evidence and  withdrawal of cases at the last minute etc.
There is a need for a root and branch review of Employment Tribunal procedures.
The Federation did welcomed the recent announcement by the Trade & Industry
Secretary, proposals to strengthen the employment tribunal system to reduce the
risk of employers facing spurious claims.

With regard to the proposal for Legal Aid for Employment Tribunals the Federation’s
view is that the Committee should ask the Executive to carry out a full and proper
consultation.  This could perhaps be in line with the new approach to consultation
announced by the Cabinet Office on the 27th of November.

If you need any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

John Downie
Scottish Parliamentary Officer
11 December 2000

cc Minister for Justice
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Justice and Home Affairs Committee
From: the Convener, Alasdair Morgan MSP

Committee Chambers
George IV Bridge

EDINBURGH EH99 1SP
Tel (clerk): 0131 348 5206

Fax: 0131 348 5600
e-mail (clerk): andrew.mylne@scottish.parliament.uk

Jim Wallace MSP
Minister for Justice
St Andrew’s House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG

8 December 2000
Dear Jim,

Divorce etc. (Pensions) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2000

The Justice and Home Affairs Committee considered the Divorce etc. (Pensions)
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/392) at its meeting on
Wednesday.

The Committee had before it a report on the Regulations by the Subordinate
Legislation Committee.  That Committee had established from your department that
the new Regulation 3A(3), to be inserted by these Regulations, was based on a
misunderstanding about DSS policy.  Your officials then wrote to my Committee
explaining that, because of that misunderstanding, the Executive now regards the
new regulation 3A(3) to be unnecessary and as requiring to be revoked.  We were
also informed that the Executive accordingly proposed to bring forward further
amending Regulations to remove the offending provision. I understand these new
amending Regulations (SSI 2000/438) have now been laid and referred to my
Committee, though the Committee has not yet considered them.

The Committee has asked me to express concern about the handling of these
Regulations.  The “principal” Regulations (SSI 2000/112) were only made in April this
year, and already we are seeing two subsequent amendments to them.  It seems
extraordinary that your Department proceeded to the stage of laying before the
Parliament a statutory instrument that was based on a misunderstanding of the policy
of a UK Government Department.

The Subordinate Legislation Committee also takes the view that the new Regulation
3A(3), by allowing an alternative date for the valuation of SERPS benefits to be



calculated in certain circumstances, is ultra vires the parent Act.  Your department, in
its letter to this Committee, merely “notes that the Subordinate Legislation Committee
has raised doubts about the vires of this provision”.  In fact, that Committee did more
than merely “raise doubts” – it was quite clear in its view that the instrument was ultra
vires (see paragraph 36 of the Committee’s 42nd Report, 2000 (SP Paper 223)).

I would be grateful to know what steps you are taking to ensure that instruments are
not laid before the Parliament in future until it has been properly established that they
are both necessary and competent.

Yours sincerely

ALASDAIR MORGAN MSP
Convener



JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

 SUPPLEMENTARY PAPERS RELATING TO THE 37TH MEETING, 2000

Letter from the Convener to the Minister for Justice on petition
PE102 (as agreed to by the Committee at the 36th Meeting).

JH/00/37/13

Letter from the Convener to Angus MacKay on the Executive’s
working group on a diligence against moveable property to replace
poinding and warrant sale

JH/00/37/14

Letter to Tony Cameron, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison
Service on HMP Kilmarnock

Written Answer on enhanced criminal records certificates

JH/00/37/15

Written
Answers

Extract from the Scotsman on delays in the courts

Minutes of the 37th Meeting, 2000 JH/00/37/M

Papers not circulated:

The Clerk has received a copy of the Executive’s latest Land Reform Action Plan
(progress report at end November 2000).  Copies may be obtained on request from
the clerks.

The Clerk has also received a copy of a Crown Office press release concerning an
address by the Lord Advocate to a Victim Support Scotland Conference on 7
December called “In the Aftermath”.  Copies of the press release may be obtained
on request from the clerks.

The Convener has been sent a “manifesto and information document” entitled
Cannabis: Legalise and Utilise, published by the Legalise Cannabis Alliance,
together with leaflets addressed individually to members of the committee.  Members
may obtain a copy of the document, and the leaflet in their name, by application to
the clerks.

Members may wish to note that the Executive has issued a consultation paper on
legislation to provide greater protection to hutters in Scotland. Copies can be
obtained from document supply, or can be found at the following web address:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/housing/cphs-01.asp

The Clerk has received a copy of HM Prisons Inspectorate Report of its intermediate
inspection of HM Young Offenders Institution, Polmont. This is available for
members to consult from the Clerks.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/wa-00/wa1212.htm


Members may wish to note that SPICe has produced a research note (RN 00/107)
on the Scottish Charity Law Review.  Copies are available from the Document
Supply Centre.

Members may wish to note that the following European Documents have been
referred to the Committee for information:

• 1630: Proposal for a Council Regulation extending the programme of incentives
and exchanges for legal practitioners in the area of civil law (Grotius – civil);

• 1606: Proposal for a Council Regulation on Jurisdiction and the Recognition and
Enforcement of Judgements in Civil and Commercial Matters;

• 1624: Programme of Measures to implement the principle of mutual recognition
of decisions in criminal matters;

• 1434: Draft framework Decision on money laundering, the identification, tracing,
freezing, seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the proceeds of crime;

• 1451: Proposal for a decision establishing a European judicial network in civil and
commercial matters.

Andrew Mylne
15 December 2000
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Justice and Home Affairs Committee
From: the Convener, Alasdair Morgan MSP

Committee Chambers
George IV Bridge

EDINBURGH EH99 1SP
Tel (clerk): 0131 348 5206

Fax: 0131 348 5252
e-mail (clerk): andrew.mylne@scottish.parliament.uk

Jim Wallace MSP
Minister for Justice
St Andrew’s House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG

14 December 2000

Dear Jim,

Petition PE102

The Committee considered the above petition from James Ward again at its meeting
on 6 December.  Please find enclosed the relevant extract from the Official Report of
the above meeting for your information.

As you point out in your letter of 22 November, it is possible to petition the Court of
Session for recall of sequestration.  However, the Committee was concerned that this
could disadvantage individuals in more remote parts of Scotland, for whom the
expense of attending a court in Edinburgh could be significant, given the likely
financial circumstances of a person considering such a course.  We would therefore
be interested to know whether any consideration has been given to extending
jurisdiction in such cases to the sheriff court.

A second point arose from the leaflet Recall of sequestration published by the
Accountant in Bankruptcy, to which you referred in your letter of 22 November.  You
acknowledge in that letter that sequestration can be a “bewildering experience”, and
members of the Committee were also struck by comments in that leaflet that “the
process is not straightforward” (paragraph 1.2) and is “an expensive process right
away” (paragraph 4).  The Committee expressed concern about the apparent
complexity and cost of applications for recall of sequestration.  Again, it would be
helpful to know what consideration your Department has given to addressing that
issue.



Finally, the Committee noted the petitioner’s concern, in his letter of 26 November to
you, about a possible conflict of interest for the Accountant in Bankruptcy.  While the
Committee did not feel able to take a view on whether that concern is justified, it
would be interested to know what your response is to the petitioner on this point.
Perhaps you could therefore arrange to copy your reply to him to the clerk to the
Committee.

Copies of this letter go to the petitioner and to the Clerk to the Public Petitions
Committee.

Yours sincerely

ALASDAIR MORGAN MSP
Convener



Justice and Home Affairs Committee
From: the Convener, Alasdair Morgan MSP

Committee Chambers
George IV Bridge

EDINBURGH EH99 1SP
Tel (clerk): 0131 348 5206

Fax: 0131 348 5252
e-mail (clerk): andrew.mylne@scottish.parliament.uk

Angus MacKay MSP
Chair, Working Group on a Diligence against
moveable property to replace poinding and warrant sale
Scottish Executive
Access to Justice, Diligence and European coordination division,
Hayweights House
23 Lauriston Street
Edinburgh EH3 9DQ

13 December 2000
Dear Angus,

Working Group on Diligence

In my letter of 7 December, I promised to let you know the outcome of the
Committee’s consideration of your request for a Committee representative to serve
on the above Working Group.

At its meeting yesterday morning, the Committee decided not to appoint a member in
that capacity, for reasons similar to those I have indicated to you in previous
correspondence.  Nor did any member of the Committee indicate an interest in
serving on the Group in an individual capacity.

Nevertheless, the Committee was conscious of the need to remain aware of the work
being undertaken by the Working Group, and asked me to raise with you the
possibility of the Committee receiving regular updates on progress in the Group’s
work.  Although Euan Robson is a member of the Group, we do not feel it is
appropriate to expect him both to represent his party and to act as a source of
information for the Committee.  Instead, we wondered whether you could send us
details of significant decisions taken by the Group – either by copying to the clerk the
Minutes of the Group, or by some other means that you consider appropriate.  We
would of course expect to circulate as “public papers” any material provided in this
connection.

Yours sincerely,

ALASDAIR MORGAN MSP
Convener
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Justice and Home Affairs Committee
From: the Convener, Alasdair Morgan MSP

Committee Chambers
George IV Bridge

EDINBURGH EH99 1SP
Tel (clerk): 0131 348 5206

Fax: 0131 348 5252
e-mail (clerk): andrew.mylne@scottish.parliament.uk

Mr Tony Cameron
Chief Executive
The Scottish Prison Service
Calton House
5 Redheughs Rigg
EDINBURGH
EH12 9HW

14 December 2000
Dear Mr Cameron,

HM Prison Kilmarnock

At its meeting on 12 December, the Justice and Home Affairs Committee considered
a number of issues of potential future business.  One of those concerned HMP
Kilmarnock and the future role of privately-run prisons in Scotland.  As you are
aware, the Committee has a long-standing interest in prisons, and the contribution of
HMP Kilmarnock has been raised in previous Committee consideration of the prison
service.  Members are also conscious of reports suggesting that one of the
recommendations of the forthcoming Prison Estates Review may be an increase in
the contribution made by privately-run prisons.

A question that has arisen in that connection is the relative cost of prisoner places at
HMP Kilmarnock compared with the average for SPS-run prisons.  We are aware
that a figure of £11,000 per prisoner place per year at HMP Kilmarnock has been
quoted, and that this has been compared with an SPS average cost per prisoner
place in the region of £28,000 per year.  (These figures were mentioned, for
example, by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons in his Report on HM Prison Kilmarnock
2000 (page 2).)  However, we are also conscious that these figures are controversial,
and have been criticised on the grounds that they do not involve comparing like with
like.   The Committee has received correspondence from the Prison Officers’
Association Scotland, for example, urging us to look critically at these figures.

For these reasons, the Committee has agreed that I should write to you seeking
clarification of how those figures were calculated.  Alternatively, if the figures I have
referred to are not ones you would regard as correct, perhaps you could set out your



best estimates of the relative costs per prisoner place at HMP Kilmarnock and at
other Scottish prisons, together with an explanation of how they were arrived at.  It
would be very helpful if you were able to provide this information within the next few
weeks, so that it will be available to the Committee in advance of its consideration of
the outcome of the Prison Estates Review.

I look forward to your reply with interest.

Yours sincerely

ALASDAIR MORGAN MSP
Convener
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JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

MINUTES

37th Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Tuesday 12 December 2000

Present:

Scott Barrie Phil Gallie
Christine Grahame Gordon Jackson (Deputy Convener)
Kate MacLean Maureen Macmillan
Mrs Lyndsay McIntosh Pauline McNeill
Alasdair Morgan (Convener)

Also present: Jim Wallace, Minister for Justice.

The meeting opened at 10.00 am.

1. Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission: The Committee took evidence
on the work of the Commission from—

Professor Sheila McLean, Chairperson, and Carol Kelly, Chief Executive.

2. Diligence working group: The Committee considered whether to nominate a
member to participate in the Executive’s “Cross-party Parliamentary Working
Group on a diligence against moveable property to replace poinding and warrant
sale”.  The Committee decided not nominate a member in that capacity, but
agreed to write to Angus MacKay, Chair of the Working Group, asking that the
Committee be kept informed on a regular basis about the work of the Group.

The meeting was adjourned from 10.54 am to 11.04 am.

3. Subordinate Legislation: Jim Wallace, Minister for Justice, moved (S1M-
1398)— That the Justice and Home Affairs Committee recommends that the draft
Advice and Assistance (Assistance by Way of Representation) (Scotland)
Amendment Regulations 2001 be approved.

After debate, the motion was agreed to (by division: For 5, Against 2, Abstentions
1).



Phil Gallie then moved (S1M-1422)—That the Justice and Home Affairs
Committee recommends that nothing further be done under the Advice and
Assistance (Scotland) Amendment (No.2) Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/399).

The motion was disagreed to (by division: For 2, Against 6, Abstentions 0).

It was agreed that the Committee’s report on the draft Advice and Assistance
(Assistance by Way of Representation) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2001
would mention the concerns of some members about the lack of consultation
undertaken and about the complexity of the new eligibility tests proposed.  A draft
of the report would be circulated by e-mail for approval.

4. Forward Programme: The Committee considered its forward programme.  It
agreed not to consider the Chhokar case at least until the Crown Office inquiries
had been completed, and to take account of any consideration that may be
undertaken by the Equal Opportunities Committee.  It also agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate to establish the extent to which information about those inquiries
would be made public.  In relation to the 1994 Chinook helicopter crash in the
Mull of Kintyre, the Committee agreed not to inquire into that incident directly, but
to consider at a future meeting a possible remit for an inquiry into the relationship
between the role of governmental boards of inquiry and judicial Inquiries in such
cases, particularly in relation to differing standards of proof.  It agreed to write to
the Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) seeking clarification of
how figures provided by SPS on the cost per prisoner at HMP Kilmarnock
compared with other Scottish prisons were calculated.  In relation to the Deputy
Convener’s suggestion of an inquiry into variations between local authorities in
the methods of operation of child protection committees, the Committee agreed
to write to the Association of Directors of Social Work, the Scottish Children’s
Reporter Administration and the Minister for Justice to establish whether there
was a case for undertaking such an inquiry. Other committees within whose
remits this issue falls would be kept informed.

The meeting closed at 12.34 am.

Andrew Mylne, Clerk to the Committee
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