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JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

23rd Meeting, 2000 (Session 1) 
 

Wednesday 21 June 2000     
 
The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in Committee Room 1, Committee Chambers, 
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh. 
 
1. Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Bill – Order of consideration: 

The Convener to move (S1M-1014), That the Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee consider the Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Bill at 
Stage 2 in the following order: sections 1 to 28, long title. 

2. Bail, Judicial Appointments etc. (Scotland) Bill – Order of consideration: 
The Convener to move (S1M-1015), That, if the general principles of the Bail, 
Judicial Appointments etc. (Scotland) Bill are agreed to at Stage 1 and the Bill is 
referred to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee for Stage 2, the Committee 
consider the Bill at Stage 2 in the following order: sections 1 to 11, the schedule, 
section 12, long title. 

3. Petition: The Committee will consider the following petition— 

PE212 by the District Courts Association. 

4. Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will 
consider the Bill at Stage 2 (Day 1). 

Andrew Mylne 
Clerk to the Committee, Tel 85206 

 
*********************** 

 
The following papers are attached for this meeting: 
 
Agenda item 3 
Note by the Acting Senior Assistant Clerk (copy of petition 
attached) 
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Papers not circulated: 
Members are reminded to bring with them copies of the Bill and Accompanying 
Documents, together with any papers from the Stage 1 process that are considered 
relevant (such as the Committee’s Stage 1 report). Copies of the Marshalled List will 
be available from Document Supply first thing in the morning and will also be 
available in Committee Room 1. A list of groupings will be available in Committee 
Room 1 at the beginning of the meeting.  



 

 

JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

Papers for information circulated for the 23rd meeting 
 

Association of Scottish Police Superintendents response to 
Stalking and Harassment Consultation 
[Note: copies of the above document were handed round to 
members at the 22nd meeting; copies are enclosed with this 
circulation only to other Agenda recipients.] 

JH/00/23/1 

 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service Strategic Plan 
2000-2003 (further to the draft Plan provided by Crown Office 
witnesses on the budget process 2001-02 at the Committee’s 
meeting on 26 April – circulated to members only) 
 

 
 

Letter to the Convener from the Society of Messengers-at-
Arms and Sheriff Officers, together with reply from the 
Convener 
 

JH/00/23/4 

Extracts from The Scotsman and The Herald on human rights 
commission 

 

 
Note by the Clerk on visit by Sir Stephen Wall  
 

 
JH/00/23/3 

Minutes of the 22nd meeting JH/00/22/M 
  
 
Note: The Clerk has received one copy of each of the following papers by the 
Scottish Executive Central Research Unit: 
• Public Charitable Collections; 
• Public Trusts and Educational Endowments; 
• Scottish Charity Legislation: An Evaluation; 
• Scottish Charity Legislation: An Evaluation (Executive Summary); 
• Scottish Charity Legislation: An Evaluation; 
• Scottish Charity Legislation: Annexes; 
• Meeting in the Middle: A Study of Solicitors’ and Mediators’ Divorce Practice. 
Any of these may be consulted in Room 3.5 CC, or copies can be ordered through 
the Document Supply Centre. 
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JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

Petition PE212 by District Courts Association 
 

Note by the Acting Senior Assistant Clerk 
 
Background 
 
This petition calls for the Parliament to delete all proposals contained within the Bail, 
Judicial Appointments etc (Scotland) Bill at Chapter 2, which deals with Justices of 
the Peace. 

The petition was circulated for the 21st meeting as JH/00/21/3 and is not recirculated 
here. 

The Committee had sight of the petition whilst considering its draft Stage 1 report on 
the Bill, and the report makes reference to it. The Committee also took oral evidence 
from the District Courts Association in relation to the Bill at its meeting on 22 May. 
 
Procedure 
 
The Standing Orders make clear that, where the Public Petitions Committee (PPC) 
refers a petition to another committee it is for that committee then to take “such 
action as they consider appropriate” (Rule 15.6.2(a)).  
 
Options 
 
The Committee has already referred to this petition in its Stage 1 report on the Bill. 
The request made in the petition could be taken forward by any MSP (whether or not 
a member of the Committee) lodging an amendment to give effect these changes to 
the Bill. That is a matter for individual MSPs, and it is therefore difficult to see what 
the Committee itself can do further other than simply to take note of the petition. 
 
 
 
 
12 JUNE 2000 ALISON TAYLOR   



 



 

 

JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

Visit of Sir Stephen Wall, Permanent Representative to the EU, 8 June 2000 
 

Note by the Clerk 
 

I attach the text of a note prepared by the Clerk/Chief Executive’s office about the 
above visit, which was attended by the Convener and myself. 
 
 
Sir Stephen had lunch with a small group of MSPs, including George Reid and 
members of the European and Justice and Home Affairs Committee.  This was 
followed by a meeting with the Clerk/Chief Executive and member of his office and 
the Clerk to the European Committee. 
 
The following summarises the main points which emerged from the lunch and 
meeting discussions: 
 
• Scotland has a reasonably high profile within Europe, but there is no real 

awareness of the Parliament as a distinct organisation. 
• Committees were concerned that they were not receiving early information about 

European issues.  The Parliament needed to ensure that arrangements through 
the Executive were good.  There could also be a need to develop information 
flows between the European Committee and relevant policy Committees. It would 
be well worthwhile developing direct links with Scottish MEPs. Westminster 
Committees were understood to have found real value in having a clerk posted in 
Brussels 

• Scotland Europa had a wealth of information available.  UKRep and Scotland 
House served primarily the needs of the UK Government and the Scottish 
Executive.  Both were willing to help the Parliament on specific issues but could 
not be expected to offer a comprehensive service.  UKRep could put clerks and 
MSPs in touch with Commission desk officers.  

• The European Committee was moving towards an approach which focussed in 
depth on a smaller range of issues of particular concern to Scotland rather than 
trying, in vain, to influence EU issues across the board on the traditional scrutiny 
model. 

• Building links on the corporate level was means of raising the profile of the 
Parliament in Europe and would in turn help Committees make contacts on 
particular issues.  It was noted that the Presiding Officer was seeing the EP 
President shortly.  Early contact with Julian Priestly, Secretary General of the EP 
was recommended.   

• Romano Prodi had appeared keen to visit Scotland when the European 
Committee had seen him in Brussels.  Sir Stephen undertook to explore whether 
any plans were being made in his Cabinet to follow this up.   

• Sir Stephen advised building relations with other Members States with well 
developed devolved systems.  He had no great experience of Brussels based 
regional organisations. They had little influence in EU decision-making but could 
offer valuable networking.  There was a potential difficulty for a Parliament, which 
has no easy mechanism for establishing a “corporate line”, in participating in fora 
where political positions were taken. 



 

 

• Sir Stephen thought he Parliament could contribute on issues such as the sub-
Members State role in the EU and bringing the EU closer to the citizen.  These 
were issues which Prodi wanted to push.  A Commission White Paper had been 
published on which UK Government was “casting round” for ideas.   The 
Executive should have been consulted and the Parliament might want to 
comment. 

• The Parliament might also see a role for itself in Eastern Europe in terms of 
helping to consolidate democratic structures and systems.  The Executive was 
operating a programme in the Czech Republic.  FCO or British Council funding 
could be available to finance the Parliament’s efforts.  The Parliament should 
make contact direct with FCO to see want was possible. 

• Sir Stephen’s new role heading European policy in the Cabinet Office was noted 
and he would welcome the opportunity to keep in touch with the Parliament. 

 
Vanessa Glynn  
Office of the Clerk/Chief Executive  
9 June 2000 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


